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Dear Advocate for Peace,
Everywhere we turn these 
days there is another outrage 
against the values of Peace 
and Justice that we hold  
so dear: 

• bombing of civilians in 
Yemen with US-made 
equipment; 

• blockade of medicine to Iran; 
• gangs and assassination in 

Haiti; 
• violations of international 

refugee laws at the U.S.-
Mexico border; 

• the disastrous termination of 
the 20-year long war in 
Afghanistan. 

It can make us feel helpless. And 
overwhelmed. Coupled with devas-
tating climate change, a deadly pan-
demic and deepening divisions here 
in America, we aren’t sure what we 
can do.

Some of us can march and demonstrate. Some of us can make 
phone calls or write letters. Some of us can organize for peace; some 
even get arrested for civil disobedience. Some of us can donate to our 
favored candidate or cause, including Peace Action of Michigan.  

Fortunately, many people around the world are doing all of the 
above. Here, in Michigan, we have many ways to make a difference. 
And perhaps you can donate to Peace Action of Michigan, our 
statewide organization equipping over 1,800 households to work 
for peace and justice.

This is no time to feel helpless. The active involvement 
by many people is needed to address what President Eisenhower 
originally called the military-industrial-congressional complex.  

If you can, would you consider donating to Peace Action of 
Michigan to help us continue our efforts? Any amount helps us 
remain an active, strong voice for peace. And your gift will be 
doubled up to a total of $3,010 when given by December 31 (see 
article at right). Thank you!

—Kate Conway, Frank O’Donnell
and Helen Weber for the Board of Directors
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Get Your Gift DoubledMembers of the Peace Action of Michigan Board of Directors  will match all gifts up to a total of 
$3,010 given by December 31. 

The thirteen of us believe so deeply in our 
mission that we are making our best efforts to 
fund next year’s actions. We invite you to join us 
to the best of your capability.Our combined gifts will keep the colorful, 

informative FLASH! Newsletter and action alerts 
coming to you. Together, we will underwrite 
advocacy for a pro-peace Congress and educa-
tional events such as the Fishman-Perrin Presen-
tation and Hiroshima 2022.Go to www.peaceactionmich.org or use the 

enclosed envelope and mail it to Peace Action of 
MI, P.O. Box 555, Washington, MI 48094-0555 We thank you for responding  by December 31.

G
erd Altm
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http://www.peaceactionmich.org
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OUR MISSION
Peace Action of Michigan is a 

democratic, grassroots movement 
organizing locally to achieve a new 

foreign policy leading to a just  
World Without Violence

We seek:
• A demilitarized, sustainable 

economy
• The abolition of nuclear and other 

weapons of mass destruction
• Diplomatic resolutions to  

global conflict

Your Email Needed
Join our email list to receive  

Action Alerts and Peace Action 
FLASH digitally. Email  

peaceactionfinance@gmail.com

Dan is a semi-retired psychologist, health educator, massage therapist, eight-year  
Peace Action of Michigan Board Member and co-editor of FLASH! 

William Hartung at 
the Center for Interna-
tional Policy produced 
Profiteers of Armaged-
don: Producers of the next 
generation of  nuclear 
weapons.

Hartung’s research 
paper names a handful of 
prime contractors that 
are the initial recipients 
and main beneficiaries of 
our taxes spent on bombers, missiles, and 
submarines to deliver nuclear bombs. The 
biggest military-industrial firms on the 
U.S. nuclear escalation plan are General 
Dynamics, Northrop Grumman, Lock-
heed Martin, Bechtel, and Raytheon.

Those manufacturers lobby Congress 
to buy new, unnecessary submarines, 
missiles, and bombers. Parts of the Penta-
gon’s plan will cost $53 billion for the new 
nuclear-armed bomber. 

To put this in perspective, you could 
buy all 30 Major League baseball teams 

for about $53 billion.   
Military contrac-

tors give campaign 
contributions to con-
gressional candidates. 
Then they lobby our 
members of Congress 
to spend our taxes on 
e n h a n c e d  nu c l e a r 
weapons that are not 
needed. They spent 
$57.9 million on lob-

bying in 2020, employing 380 lobbyists. 
Major nuclear weapons producers also 
contribute millions to think tanks to 
influence nuclear arms policy.

This is what Global Zero CEO Derek 
Johns on tweeted ab out  Har tung’s 
research: 

“It’s long past time that we stopped 
letting special interest lobbying and cor-
porate profits stand in the way of a more 
sensible nuclear policy, which includes 
reducing our nuclear arsenal and devel-
oping a #NoFirstUse policy.”

The Michigan WWII  
Legacy Memorial

A collection of eight monuments and 
paving stones honoring Michigan’s World 
War II heroes at home and abroad will be 
installed in Royal Oak at Memorial Park 
on Woodward, just north of 13 Mile 
Road. This year’s Victory Award honored 
Dr. Guy Stern (nearly 100 years old), who 
was one of WW II’s Ritchie Boys. They 
uncovered most of the enemies’ combat 
intelligence on the western front. 

Dr. Stern’s summing up of the Memo-
rial’s importance included these vital 
words: “The horror arising from hatred, 
discrimination and divisiveness has to be 
demonstrated to each generation anew 

because the dangers of a reoccurrence are 
still with us.” 

For complete details on the project 
and to support it financially, visit the 
website: https://michiganww2memorial.
org/support-the-campaign .

Global Warming Affects  
People and Land
“At least 85 percent of the global popula-
tion has experienced weather events 
made worse by climate change, according 
to research published in the journal 
Nature Climate Change. …global warm-
ing has affected 80 percent of the world’s 
land area.”

—Washington Post, October 11, 2021

INSIGHTS & BRIEFS
By Dan Butts

Who Blocks Nuclear Disarmament?

 $53 billion  
for the new  

nuclear armed 
bomber or all 

30 Major League 
baseball teams?

http://mailto:peaceactionfinance@gmail.com
https://michiganww2memorial.org/support-the-campaign
https://michiganww2memorial.org/support-the-campaign
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Top Ten 2021 Highlights
Aren’t these highlights good reasons to support Peace Action of Michigan? 

 Six “Letters to the Editor” printed in 
The Detroit Free Press with head-

lines including, “Good news and bad 
news about the Doomsday Clock” 
and “Repurpose military funds to 
pay for clean cars;”

Presentation of “Wars 
and Weapons: Realities 

a n d  R o a d s  A h e a d ”  b y 
Rev. Rich Peacock to the 
Huntington Woods Peace, 
C i t i z e n  a n d  E d u c at i o n 
Project*;

Concert with peace and 
justice singer, storyteller 

Charlie King*;

Presentation of  “Retrospec-
tives on the Student Opposition 

to the U.S. Wars on Southeast Asia through 
Historical Fiction” by Dr. Fran Shor, author of 
Passages of Rebellion*;

Presentation of “The Intersection Between Race and 
Nuclear Weapons,” the Fishman-Perrin Event, by Professor 

Vincent Intondi from Montgomery College in Maryland*;

Peace Action Conference and Lobby Days —Advocacy 
via the internet to reduce Pentagon spending and cut 

nuclear weapons with staffers of Senators Gary 
Peters and Debbie Stabenow and with 

Representative Andy Levin*;

August 6 presentation of 
“Reckoning with Hiroshima, 

Nuclear Nightmare, and Climate 
Emergency,”  by Rev.  Rich 
Peacock and with singer Julie 
Beutel*;

Organization of four 
“Divest  f rom War, 

Invest for Peace” programs 
with the East Lansing Center 

for Peace Education featur-
ing nat ional  leaders—Rev. 

Liz Theoharis, Poor Peoples’ 
Campaign;  Wil l iam Hartung, 

Researcher on Pentagon Spending; 
Elizabeth Beevers, Friends Committee 

on National Legislation; and Lindsay 
Koshgarian, National Priorities Project*;

Presentation of a proposal for a “Move the Money 
National Network” to Peace Action (national);

Production of four colorful, informative mailings of the 
FLASH! Newsletter to over 1,800 households across 

Michigan and the U.S.A.
*Indicates events via Zoom
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Albert Einstein said in 1946, 
“The unleashed power of the 
atom has changed everything 
save our mode of thinking and 
thus we drift toward unparal-
leled catastrophe.”

Summer 2021 brought us 
the beginning of the end of 
Planet Earth as we know it—
the end of lush forests, bountiful 
croplands, livable cities, and 
survivable coastlines. 

It boils down to this: the U.S., 
China, and Russia must dramatically reduce nuclear weaponry 
and their CO2 emissions. That is necessary to avoid nuclear 
war, scorched forests, parched fields, scalding cities, and storm-
wracked coastlines. Then the U.S., China, and Russia must work 
together to persuade other major carbon-emitting nations, 
beginning with India, to follow suit.

Russia and the U.S. field 
90% of the nuclear weap-
ons on the globe. But most 
countries want the nucle-
ar powers to rat ify the 
Treaty on the Prohibition 
of Nuclear Weapons. The 
Treaty made nuclear weap-
ons illegal on January 22, 
2021. 

Elected officials should 
sign the Treaty Pledge at  
nuclearban.us/icanpledge .

China and the U.S. were jointly responsible for 42% of total 
global fossil-fuel consumption in 2020, and the calculations 
do not include the huge amount of emissions by the militaries. 
Congress needs to step up to the plate!

—Excerpted from “There’s Only One Way to Save the World 
from Climate Armageddon” by Michael T. Klare

Save Planet and People from Destruction!

Albert Einstein said in 
1946, “The unleashed 
power of the atom has 

changed everything save 
our mode of thinking 

and thus we drift  
toward unparalleled  

catastrophe.”

http://nuclearban.us/icanpledge


• leaves behind land mines, cluster bombs, depleted 
uranium, and all kinds of toxins

• has created the majority of Superfund sites
• is in the top 3 polluters of U.S. waterways
• consumes more oil than many nations
• uses one car’s average use of fuel for 7 years in just 1 

hour flying a B-52
• props up brutal governments for oil
• drives climate collapse
• creates refugees and contains them in awful conditions
• threatens us with a nuclear doomsday 

— Go to worldbeyondwar.org for details

195 W. Nine Mile, Suite 208  •  Ferndale, MI 48220

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Donating to Peace is easy! 
Visit www.peaceactionmich.org

Select “giving” & click on “donation.” Thank you!
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Isn’t It a Waste?  

VISIT US ONLINE:
Michigan: www.peaceactionmich.org
National: www.peace-action.org
Facebook: Peace Action of Michigan

FLASH DELIVERY
Let us know if you prefer receiving  
our newsletter via email. 

CONTACT US: Call: 248-548-3920 
Email: peaceactionfinance@gmail.com

Order “Save America's Postal Service” stickers at peacebuttons.info
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Firing a $70,000 missile from a 
$28,000,000 drone flying at a cost 
of $3,624 per hour to kill people in 
the Middle East living on less than 
$1 per day.

“We live in a country where if you want 
to go bomb somebody, there’s remarkably 
little discussion about how much it might cost. But then 
you have a discussion about whether or not we can assist 
people who are suffering, then suddenly we become 
cost-conscious.” 

— Andrew Bacevich, Professor Emeritus of  
International Relations and History at Boston University;   

graduate of the U.S. Military Academy

“Humanity remains unacceptably close 
to nuclear annihilation.  Now is the 
time to eliminate nuclear weapons 
for our world.” 

— U.N. General Secretary  
António Gutteres

U.S. Militarism …

Abolish Nuclear Weapons!
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One Minute Activist 
Urge Senator Gary Peters and Debbie Stabenow to 
vote against any increase in the 2022 National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA).  Representatives Dan Kildee, 
Andy Levin and Rashida Tlaib voted against the NDAA. 
Tell Peters and Stabenow to cut the NDAA by 10%.

• Contact Senator Gary Peters, 202-224-6221,  
www.peters.senate.gov

•  Contact Senator Debbie Stabenow, 202-224-4822, 
www.stabenow.senate.gov
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