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Michigan: www.peaceactionmich.org
National: www.peace-action.org
Facebook: Peace Action of Michigan

FLASH DELIVERY

Due to COVID-19 and its Delta variant, we are postponing our gathering for
Dinner — but not our PeaceBuilder Celebration —which will be on Zoom.

CONTACT US: Call: 248-548-3920

PeaceBuilder Celebration

Let us know if you prefer receiving
our newsletter via email.

Saturday, October 30, 2021 at 7 pm

Email: peaceactionfinance@gmail.com
Order “Save America's Postal Service” stickers at peacebuttons.info

We invite you to join us on October 30 at 7:00 pm on Zoom. To be sure you get
your Zoom invitation, send your email address to peaceactionfinance@gmail.com.

ISSUE 4 • FALL 2021

Peace Action of Michigan
Invites You to Our 17th

VISIT US ONLINE:

Dear Peace Action Supporter,

peaceactionmich.org • peaceactionfinance@gmail.com

Donating to Peace is easy!

Visit www.peaceactionmich.org
Select “giving” & click on “donation.” Thank you!

This year we are pleased to honor Laura Dewey, Vic Macks, and Rep. Andy Levin.
Their life stories demonstrate their priorities of acting with the vision of peace with
justice for all. Julie Beutel’s music will provide additional inspiration.

Join Us on Zoom

Send your email address to
peaceactionfinance@gmail.com
to be sure you get the Zoom invitation

There is no charge for this Zoom event. Of course, you can always support us with
the enclosed response envelope or on our website: www. peaceactionmich.org

We will honor and hear from

We look forward to seeing you October 30!

‘‘

Membership for 2021

Imagine …

Your Peace Action of Michigan Board of Directors:
Dan Butts, Kate Conway, Linda Darga (Co-Chair), Jeff Farrah,
Trey Greene, Keith Gunter, Kenneth Jenkins, Frank O’Donnell (Secretary),
Rev. Rich Peacock (Co-Chair), Terry Pritchett (Treasurer), Sushma Rao,
Rudy Simons (Emeritus), Prasad Venugopal, and Helen Weber

… No ‘modernization’ of the Intercontinental
Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs);
… No First Use of nuclear weapons;
… No nuclear missiles with their bombs on
hair-trigger alert;
… No nuclear war ‘football’ travelling with
the U.S. President all the time;

’’

… The U.S. joining over 50 nations in signing
the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons because nukes are now illegal.
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Our honorees standing up for peace, justice and the environment: Left to right: Vic Macs, Rep. Andy Levin, Laura Dewey
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2021 PeaceBuilders

The foregoing is a summary of our August 6
Zoom. The PowerPoint presentation and a
recording of the session including the singing of
Julie Beutel can be found at our website —
www.peaceactionmich.org
Have pen and paper ready so you can do the
advocacy suggested in the PowerPoint and
recording.

Make a financial contribution of any amount and you will
be a member of Peace Action of Michigan (PAMI) for 2021.
You will receive the FLASH! Newsletter, and emails inviting
you to events and asking you to advocate for peace. Gifts
to PAMI are not tax-deductible. Gifts to PAMI Education
Fund are tax-deductible. Here are ways to contribute:
1. Go to our website: www.peaceactionmich.org
2. Find your Response Envelope in this FLASH!, make
a check payable to PAMI or PAMI Education Fund, and
mail to PAMI, P.O. Box 555, Washington Twp., MI 48094.

Laura Dewey, Vic Macks and
Congressman Andy Levin

Music by folksinger & guitarist Julie Beutel
LAURA DEWEY chairs the Detroit Branch of the
Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom. She is a regular activist with the Detroit Area
Peace with Justice Network and Jobs with Justice.
VIC MACKS has been a political activist on
human rights, in opposition to wars, and against
nuclear energy and weapons. You will find him on
Mondays at Wood-

ward and 9 Mile with his creative peace signs.
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE ANDY LEVIN serves Michigan’s 9th Congressional District. He votes with
Peace Action’s anti-war positions over 90% of the
time. He earned the endorsement of Peace Action
of Michigan in 2020 and is on a path to earn it for
2022.

One Minute Activist
Tell Michigan’s senators to co-sponsor Senator Ed
Markey’s ICBM Act, Invest in Cures Before Missiles. It is
S. 982. We should put our taxes to work to end the global
Covid pandemic.
• Contact Senator Gary Peters – 202-224-6221,
www.peters.senate.gov
• Contact Senator Debbie Stabenow – 202-224-4822,
www.stabenow.senate.gov
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Council Highlights BY DAN BUTTS
Dan is a semi-retired psychologist, health educator, massage therapist,
eight-year Peace Action of Michigan Board Member and co-editor of FLASH!
Endless wars have meant
endless waste and failure
Americans across the political spectrum
are sick and tired of the U.S. playing cop
on the global stage. The public is right —
starting with the fiasco in Afghanistan.
America’s original mission was narrow: get
Osama Bin Laden and punish the Taliban
for providing sanctuary to terrorists. Yet
months after the Taliban fell from power,
the goal posts moved. The U.S. sought to
engage in “nation building” and develop
Afghan security forces that could establish
internal security.
We failed on both counts. The wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan resulted in 800,000
deaths costing the U.S. $6.4 TRILLION.
—Michael Keller
Peace Education Fund Co-Chair,
Capital Gazette, 7-23-21

OUR MISSION

We seek:

Your Email Needed
Join our email list to receive
Action Alerts and Peace Action
FLASH digitally. Email
peaceactionfinance@gmail.com
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New report questions the
necessity of ICBM silos in
Montana, Wyoming, North Dakota
Researchers question whether America
can afford to spend money on a new system. “Siloed Thinking: A Closer Look at
the Ground-Based Strategic Deterrent,” is
a 120-page comprehensive study of the
political theory behind basing hundreds of
new Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles in
silos in the Midwest. The cost is enormous,
and the hard-to-find submarines are a sufficient deterrent.
—Darrell Ehrlich, Daily Montanan

What Will Bernie Do?

Peace Action of Michigan is a
democratic, grassroots movement
organizing locally to achieve a new
foreign policy leading to a just
World Without Violence
• A demilitarized, sustainable
economy
• The abolition of nuclear and other
weapons of mass destruction
• Diplomatic resolutions to
global conflict

We Cannot Stand By and Watch
Afghanistan Collapse
The United Nations needs to stop conflict
from becoming catastrophic.
—Kai Eide & Tadamichi Yamanoto,
UN special Afghan representatives 2008-10
& 2016-20, The New York Times, 8-3-21

Now that Senator Bernie Sanders is
chair of the Senate Budget Committee, he
plans to impose tougher oversight of the
Pentagon and defense contractors.
Bernie vowed to take a hard look at the
enormous amount of waste, the cost
overruns, the fraud, and the financial
mismanagement that has plagued the
Department of Defense and the military

industrial complex for decades.
Bernie asked, “How does it happen
that about half of the annual defense
budget does not go to our troops, but to
defense contractors, while virtually all of
them have paid huge fines for misconduct
and fraud while making massive profits
on those contracts?”
In December, 2020, Bernie proposed
cutting Pentagon spending by 10% and
got an increased number of Senators to
vote for it, but neither of our Michigan
senators voted for the reduction.
The Biden administration’s request for
a $753 billion Pentagon budget provides
an increase over Trump spending levels.
If Bernie or other senators put forth a
proposal to reduce Pentagon spending,
Peace Action will certainly lobby for a
reduction. Everyone’s emails and phone
calls to our senators will be needed!

2021 PeaceBuilder Awards Go to

Dewey, Macks and Levin
Laura Dewey has been active in progressive pol-

itics since she was a child when she accompanied her parents
to Farmworker picket lines, peace marches, and Labor Day
parades. A Red Diaper baby, she grew up in a home filled with
conversation about unions and strikes, the “damn” Vietnam
War and President Nixon, women’s rights, and socialist ideas.
Her mother was a pianist, her father a grinder hand at a tooland-die shop, which he organized into the UAW. Music and
politics infused her home.
As a teenager Laura created political flyers using rub-off
letters and a typewriter. At Wayne State University, she was
active in the Committee against Registration and the Draft
and the Young Workers Liberation League. She stood on
the corner of 8 Mile and Kelly with other SANE/Freeze
supporters in the early 1980s, served on the Welcome Angela Davis Committee in 2012, and helped organize buses
for the Women’s Marches. Today she is active with the Detroit Area Peace with Justice Network (DAPJN) and Jobs
with Justice in southeast Michigan.
Laura joined the Women’s International League for Peace
and Freedom (WILPF) in the early 1990s. She has served
on the WILPF Board of the United States, coordinated the
2014 WILPF U.S. Congress, and currently chairs the Detroit
Branch.
In a recent Labor Day March, Laura carried the banner,
“Retool for Peace.” She has been campaigning for Michigan’s
representatives to co-sponsor Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton’s
“Nuclear Weapons Abolition and Economic and Energy
Conversion Act. “
Laura’s favorite demonstrations include the anti-nuclear
protest in New York City in 1982, the Jobs March in Washington, D.C. in 1983, the 2013 March on Washington commemorating the 50th anniversary of the 1963 march, and the
Women’s March in D.C. in January, 2017.
Laura is grateful for her two daughters, Laila and Keelia,
and for being a member of the peace and justice community.

Vic Macks

has demonstrated repeatedly on behalf
of human rights and in opposition to wars, nuclear power
and nuclear weapons. He has used every tool of activism —
marches and rallies and lobbying in person, or by telephone,
letters, and emails.
Vic has been inspired by and learned from individuals
who have made opposition to the whole of the nuclear legacy

their life’s work. He has taken advantage of opportunities to
publicize their work in public, and commented on nuclear
issues under the provision of the National Environmental
Policy Act. Vic has joined people from The Alliance for
Nuclear Accountability (USA), the Canadian Coalition of
Nuclear Responsibility, and others.
Vic comprehends how the entire nuclear legacy — from
uranium mining, through reactors, weapons and waste —
is driven by military purposes. Unlike many activists and
Americans, he sees the connections between nuclear power
and nuclear bombs. Vic can describe how the nuclear age was
born in secrecy, obfuscation and deception, which continues
in the present. The nuclear power and weapons complex represents the most undemocratic decision ever made.
Vic talks about how World War II expanded technology
and the willingness to destroy whole cities with firebombing
and atomic bombs. It was morally abhorrent that the destruc4

tion of Hiroshima and Nagasaki needed only one bomber
and one bomb each.
Vic has written how the power of the nuclear weapons
has been held tightly ever since by the Pentagon, dealt
with as just another weapon in the arsenal, configured in
war plans, and threatened as a first strike assault by U.S. Presidents dozens of times — including against non-nuclear countries. Vic names those threats, “Acts of terrorism.”
Vic has observed: “Many Americans seem to think of nuclear weapons as just bigger bombs. However, the fiction is that
nuclear weapons can be used in fighting a war. They can’t. They
comprise homicide and suicide in a single act. But the Pentagon is intoxicated by the power of nuclear extinction.”

Rep. Andy Levin’s life work of champion-

ing the working class, human rights, peace, and green energy
brought him to representing Michigan’s 9th Congressional
District. He is the only member of Congress who ran a state
workforce agency, and worked as a union organizer and a
green-energy entrepreneur. One result is that he is highly regarded for crafting strong policies on those issues.
Rep. Levin meets every challenge on the House Education
and Labor Committee by asking the same question: “How do
we secure universal public education, health care for all, job
training, the freedom to form a union, good-paying jobs and
a dignified retirement for workers impacted by the pandemic,

systemic inequalities and the transition to a low carbon economy?”
As a lifelong peace and anti-war activist, Rep. Levin developed an immediate bond with Rep. Barbara Lee from Oakland,
California. Together, they have championed a reduced military
budget and worked to reestablish Congress’s jump-start role in
deciding whether our country should go to war.
Rep. Levin says, “I am all for having the strongest military
to defend the American people and the manufacturing jobs
that provides to families in my district, but I firmly believe we
can have that without spending more than the next 10 countries combined. Bottom line: it’s immoral to have a budget as
bloated as it is when we can’t meet the basic needs of all Americans: a quality education, a healthy planet and more.”
Rep. Levin has introduced, co-sponsored or has seen his
legislation adopted to condemn the coup by the Burmese military, to jump start the transition to electric vehicles (BUILD
GREEN Infrastructure and Jobs Act), to expedite life-saving
humanitarian assistance to the people of North Korea, to get
President Biden to persuade Saudi Arabia to lift its blockade
on Yemen, and to have the U.S. adopt the No First Use (NFU)
policy — the U.S. will not be the first to fire a nuclear weapon.
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The foregoing is a summary of our August 6
Zoom. The PowerPoint presentation and a
recording of the session including the singing of
Julie Beutel can be found at our website —
www.peaceactionmich.org
Have pen and paper ready so you can do the
advocacy suggested in the PowerPoint and
recording.

Make a financial contribution of any amount and you will
be a member of Peace Action of Michigan (PAMI) for 2021.
You will receive the FLASH! Newsletter, and emails inviting
you to events and asking you to advocate for peace. Gifts
to PAMI are not tax-deductible. Gifts to PAMI Education
Fund are tax-deductible. Here are ways to contribute:
1. Go to our website: www.peaceactionmich.org
2. Find your Response Envelope in this FLASH!, make
a check payable to PAMI or PAMI Education Fund, and
mail to PAMI, P.O. Box 555, Washington Twp., MI 48094.

Laura Dewey, Vic Macks and
Congressman Andy Levin

Music by folksinger & guitarist Julie Beutel
LAURA DEWEY chairs the Detroit Branch of the
Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom. She is a regular activist with the Detroit Area
Peace with Justice Network and Jobs with Justice.
VIC MACKS has been a political activist on
human rights, in opposition to wars, and against
nuclear energy and weapons. You will find him on
Mondays at Wood-

ward and 9 Mile with his creative peace signs.
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE ANDY LEVIN serves Michigan’s 9th Congressional District. He votes with
Peace Action’s anti-war positions over 90% of the
time. He earned the endorsement of Peace Action
of Michigan in 2020 and is on a path to earn it for
2022.

One Minute Activist
Tell Michigan’s senators to co-sponsor Senator Ed
Markey’s ICBM Act, Invest in Cures Before Missiles. It is
S. 982. We should put our taxes to work to end the global
Covid pandemic.
• Contact Senator Gary Peters – 202-224-6221,
www.peters.senate.gov
• Contact Senator Debbie Stabenow – 202-224-4822,
www.stabenow.senate.gov
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Osama Bin Laden and punish the Taliban
for providing sanctuary to terrorists. Yet
months after the Taliban fell from power,
the goal posts moved. The U.S. sought to
engage in “nation building” and develop
Afghan security forces that could establish
internal security.
We failed on both counts. The wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan resulted in 800,000
deaths costing the U.S. $6.4 TRILLION.
—Michael Keller
Peace Education Fund Co-Chair,
Capital Gazette, 7-23-21
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New report questions the
necessity of ICBM silos in
Montana, Wyoming, North Dakota
Researchers question whether America
can afford to spend money on a new system. “Siloed Thinking: A Closer Look at
the Ground-Based Strategic Deterrent,” is
a 120-page comprehensive study of the
political theory behind basing hundreds of
new Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles in
silos in the Midwest. The cost is enormous,
and the hard-to-find submarines are a sufficient deterrent.
—Darrell Ehrlich, Daily Montanan

What Will Bernie Do?

Peace Action of Michigan is a
democratic, grassroots movement
organizing locally to achieve a new
foreign policy leading to a just
World Without Violence
• A demilitarized, sustainable
economy
• The abolition of nuclear and other
weapons of mass destruction
• Diplomatic resolutions to
global conflict

We Cannot Stand By and Watch
Afghanistan Collapse
The United Nations needs to stop conflict
from becoming catastrophic.
—Kai Eide & Tadamichi Yamanoto,
UN special Afghan representatives 2008-10
& 2016-20, The New York Times, 8-3-21

Now that Senator Bernie Sanders is
chair of the Senate Budget Committee, he
plans to impose tougher oversight of the
Pentagon and defense contractors.
Bernie vowed to take a hard look at the
enormous amount of waste, the cost
overruns, the fraud, and the financial
mismanagement that has plagued the
Department of Defense and the military

industrial complex for decades.
Bernie asked, “How does it happen
that about half of the annual defense
budget does not go to our troops, but to
defense contractors, while virtually all of
them have paid huge fines for misconduct
and fraud while making massive profits
on those contracts?”
In December, 2020, Bernie proposed
cutting Pentagon spending by 10% and
got an increased number of Senators to
vote for it, but neither of our Michigan
senators voted for the reduction.
The Biden administration’s request for
a $753 billion Pentagon budget provides
an increase over Trump spending levels.
If Bernie or other senators put forth a
proposal to reduce Pentagon spending,
Peace Action will certainly lobby for a
reduction. Everyone’s emails and phone
calls to our senators will be needed!

2021 PeaceBuilder Awards Go to

Dewey, Macks and Levin
Laura Dewey has been active in progressive pol-

itics since she was a child when she accompanied her parents
to Farmworker picket lines, peace marches, and Labor Day
parades. A Red Diaper baby, she grew up in a home filled with
conversation about unions and strikes, the “damn” Vietnam
War and President Nixon, women’s rights, and socialist ideas.
Her mother was a pianist, her father a grinder hand at a tooland-die shop, which he organized into the UAW. Music and
politics infused her home.
As a teenager Laura created political flyers using rub-off
letters and a typewriter. At Wayne State University, she was
active in the Committee against Registration and the Draft
and the Young Workers Liberation League. She stood on
the corner of 8 Mile and Kelly with other SANE/Freeze
supporters in the early 1980s, served on the Welcome Angela Davis Committee in 2012, and helped organize buses
for the Women’s Marches. Today she is active with the Detroit Area Peace with Justice Network (DAPJN) and Jobs
with Justice in southeast Michigan.
Laura joined the Women’s International League for Peace
and Freedom (WILPF) in the early 1990s. She has served
on the WILPF Board of the United States, coordinated the
2014 WILPF U.S. Congress, and currently chairs the Detroit
Branch.
In a recent Labor Day March, Laura carried the banner,
“Retool for Peace.” She has been campaigning for Michigan’s
representatives to co-sponsor Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton’s
“Nuclear Weapons Abolition and Economic and Energy
Conversion Act. “
Laura’s favorite demonstrations include the anti-nuclear
protest in New York City in 1982, the Jobs March in Washington, D.C. in 1983, the 2013 March on Washington commemorating the 50th anniversary of the 1963 march, and the
Women’s March in D.C. in January, 2017.
Laura is grateful for her two daughters, Laila and Keelia,
and for being a member of the peace and justice community.

Vic Macks

has demonstrated repeatedly on behalf
of human rights and in opposition to wars, nuclear power
and nuclear weapons. He has used every tool of activism —
marches and rallies and lobbying in person, or by telephone,
letters, and emails.
Vic has been inspired by and learned from individuals
who have made opposition to the whole of the nuclear legacy

their life’s work. He has taken advantage of opportunities to
publicize their work in public, and commented on nuclear
issues under the provision of the National Environmental
Policy Act. Vic has joined people from The Alliance for
Nuclear Accountability (USA), the Canadian Coalition of
Nuclear Responsibility, and others.
Vic comprehends how the entire nuclear legacy — from
uranium mining, through reactors, weapons and waste —
is driven by military purposes. Unlike many activists and
Americans, he sees the connections between nuclear power
and nuclear bombs. Vic can describe how the nuclear age was
born in secrecy, obfuscation and deception, which continues
in the present. The nuclear power and weapons complex represents the most undemocratic decision ever made.
Vic talks about how World War II expanded technology
and the willingness to destroy whole cities with firebombing
and atomic bombs. It was morally abhorrent that the destruc4

tion of Hiroshima and Nagasaki needed only one bomber
and one bomb each.
Vic has written how the power of the nuclear weapons
has been held tightly ever since by the Pentagon, dealt
with as just another weapon in the arsenal, configured in
war plans, and threatened as a first strike assault by U.S. Presidents dozens of times — including against non-nuclear countries. Vic names those threats, “Acts of terrorism.”
Vic has observed: “Many Americans seem to think of nuclear weapons as just bigger bombs. However, the fiction is that
nuclear weapons can be used in fighting a war. They can’t. They
comprise homicide and suicide in a single act. But the Pentagon is intoxicated by the power of nuclear extinction.”

Rep. Andy Levin’s life work of champion-

ing the working class, human rights, peace, and green energy
brought him to representing Michigan’s 9th Congressional
District. He is the only member of Congress who ran a state
workforce agency, and worked as a union organizer and a
green-energy entrepreneur. One result is that he is highly regarded for crafting strong policies on those issues.
Rep. Levin meets every challenge on the House Education
and Labor Committee by asking the same question: “How do
we secure universal public education, health care for all, job
training, the freedom to form a union, good-paying jobs and
a dignified retirement for workers impacted by the pandemic,

systemic inequalities and the transition to a low carbon economy?”
As a lifelong peace and anti-war activist, Rep. Levin developed an immediate bond with Rep. Barbara Lee from Oakland,
California. Together, they have championed a reduced military
budget and worked to reestablish Congress’s jump-start role in
deciding whether our country should go to war.
Rep. Levin says, “I am all for having the strongest military
to defend the American people and the manufacturing jobs
that provides to families in my district, but I firmly believe we
can have that without spending more than the next 10 countries combined. Bottom line: it’s immoral to have a budget as
bloated as it is when we can’t meet the basic needs of all Americans: a quality education, a healthy planet and more.”
Rep. Levin has introduced, co-sponsored or has seen his
legislation adopted to condemn the coup by the Burmese military, to jump start the transition to electric vehicles (BUILD
GREEN Infrastructure and Jobs Act), to expedite life-saving
humanitarian assistance to the people of North Korea, to get
President Biden to persuade Saudi Arabia to lift its blockade
on Yemen, and to have the U.S. adopt the No First Use (NFU)
policy — the U.S. will not be the first to fire a nuclear weapon.
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Photo: Frank Hammer

Photo: Larry Lipton

Our honorees standing up for peace, justice and the environment: Left to right: Vic Macs, Rep. Andy Levin, Laura Dewey
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2021 PeaceBuilders

The foregoing is a summary of our August 6
Zoom. The PowerPoint presentation and a
recording of the session including the singing of
Julie Beutel can be found at our website —
www.peaceactionmich.org
Have pen and paper ready so you can do the
advocacy suggested in the PowerPoint and
recording.

Make a financial contribution of any amount and you will
be a member of Peace Action of Michigan (PAMI) for 2021.
You will receive the FLASH! Newsletter, and emails inviting
you to events and asking you to advocate for peace. Gifts
to PAMI are not tax-deductible. Gifts to PAMI Education
Fund are tax-deductible. Here are ways to contribute:
1. Go to our website: www.peaceactionmich.org
2. Find your Response Envelope in this FLASH!, make
a check payable to PAMI or PAMI Education Fund, and
mail to PAMI, P.O. Box 555, Washington Twp., MI 48094.

Laura Dewey, Vic Macks and
Congressman Andy Levin

Music by folksinger & guitarist Julie Beutel
LAURA DEWEY chairs the Detroit Branch of the
Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom. She is a regular activist with the Detroit Area
Peace with Justice Network and Jobs with Justice.
VIC MACKS has been a political activist on
human rights, in opposition to wars, and against
nuclear energy and weapons. You will find him on
Mondays at Wood-

ward and 9 Mile with his creative peace signs.
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE ANDY LEVIN serves Michigan’s 9th Congressional District. He votes with
Peace Action’s anti-war positions over 90% of the
time. He earned the endorsement of Peace Action
of Michigan in 2020 and is on a path to earn it for
2022.

One Minute Activist
Tell Michigan’s senators to co-sponsor Senator Ed
Markey’s ICBM Act, Invest in Cures Before Missiles. It is
S. 982. We should put our taxes to work to end the global
Covid pandemic.
• Contact Senator Gary Peters – 202-224-6221,
www.peters.senate.gov
• Contact Senator Debbie Stabenow – 202-224-4822,
www.stabenow.senate.gov
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