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Cut Pentagon Spending, 
Fund the Green New Deal

With the Michigan Presidential Pri-
mary on March 10, we can tell the candi-
dates to prioritize reducing Pentagon 
spending and funding the Green New 
Deal. 

You can go to campaign events with a 
sign, “Cut Pentagon Spending, Fund the 
Green New Deal.” Make your sign, or to 
borrow such a sign, contact Rev. Rich 
Peacock at rjpeacock@wowway.com. 

You can ask questions: 
“Will you reduce Pentagon spending by 

at least $200 billion annually to free up  
$2 trillion or more over the next decade for 
confronting our climate crisis and meeting 
human needs?”

“Our military should be truly defense-
based instead of making war and nuclear 
weapons. How will you bring our troops 
home and end our forever wars?”

“California and Australia are on fire, Venice is flooding, it’s 
getting hotter in Michigan, and the number of climate refugees is 
growing. The Green New Deal aims to achieve net-zero green-
house gas emissions, build smart power grids, upgrade buildings 
to be more efficient, and train workers for jobs in a new, greener 

economy over the next ten 
years. How will you fund 
The Green New Deal?”

F o r  u p d a t e s  v i s i t :  
peaceactionmich.org 
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Congress passed the National Defense Authorization Act 
for FY 2020 in December. The House voted 377 to 48 in favor 
of the bill, and the Senate voted 86 to 8. 

It gives the Pentagon $738 billion, which is more than it 
requested. Bernie Sanders wrote, “I find it curious that few 
of the ‘deficit hawks’ are asking if it is fiscally prudent to be 
spending more on defense than the next 10 countries com-
bined – more than half of our nation’s discretionary budget.” 

The $120 billion increase since the Obama administra-
tion could have made every public college, university, trade 
school and apprenticeship program in the United States tui-
tion-free, eliminated homelessness, and provided universal 

school meals to every stu-
dent in our nation’s public 
schools.

The bill accelerates 
the growing nuclear 
arms race with Russia 
by allowing the Trump 
administration to quickly deploy the new W76-2 nuclear 
warhead on Trident submarines. This is called a “usable” 
nuke since it is smaller than the one dropped on Hiroshima. 
“Usable” nukes are extremely provocative because they make 

Pentagon Spending Increases Again

Continued on page 2

The United States president has the legal power to order a 
nuclear missile attack without consulting Congress or other 
government officials, regardless of whether the United States is 
attacked. As soon as one country fires nuclear bombs, the entire 
conflict could escalate into a devastating nuclear war. No matter 
where on earth it happens, the use of nuclear bombs threatens 
American security.

The 2013 Nuclear Famine Report from The Physicians for 
Social Responsibility identifies the catastrophic climate affects 
after a limited regional nuclear war between India and Pakistan. 
Using less than one half of one percent of the global nuclear 
weapons would risk the starvation of almost one quarter of the 
world’s population.

Back from the Brink is a campaign to pull the U.S. back from 
beginning a catastrophic nuclear war, and calls upon on our fed-
eral officials to endorse the following:

1. Renounce the option of using nuclear 
weapons first 

A policy that the U.S. would initiate a nuclear war (first use) 
increases the fears of a surprise attack, puts pressure on other 
nuclear-armed countries to keep their nuclear arsenals on high 
alert, and increases the risk of unintended nuclear war. Dan 
Butts reports that more than one-third of the Democrats in the 
House of Representatives are on record supporting legislation 
that would restrict the first use of nuclear weapons. We can raise 
awareness and eventually pass legislation to make us safer. 

2. End the sole unchecked authority of any U.S. 
president to launch a nuclear attack         

Since only Congress can adopt a declaration of war, any U.S. pres-
ident should not have the authority to launch nuclear weapons.       

3. Take U.S. nuclear weapons off hair-trigger alert
Political miscalculations and human mistakes should not trigger 
an immediate launching of nuclear weapons. This will lower the 
risk of starting a nuclear conflagration. The bottom line is this 
would increase U.S. security.  

4. Cancel the plan to replace its entire nuclear 
arsenal with enhanced weapons

The U.S. is planning to spend about 1.7 trillion dollars to build 
new nuclear bombs and missiles to replace the old ones over 
the next thirty years. That amount is unimaginable. It is about 
$5,000 for every man, woman, and child in America. We will be 
better off spending our taxes on the threats of cyber attacks and 
global warming as well as on free college education and volun-
tary Medicare for all.

5. Actively pursue a verifiable agreement 
among nuclear-armed states to eliminate 
their nuclear arsenals, as we are obligated 
under Article VI of the Nuclear Nonprolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT) 

Since the end of the Cold War, both Republican and Democratic 
administrations have worked to reduce the number of nuclear 
weapons. Republican presidents have actually gotten rid of more 
nuclear weapons than Democrats. 

The Montgomery County (Maryland) Council approved a 
Back from the Brink Resolution on December 10, 2019. Is your 
local political unit a possible backer? 

There are many candidates who want to become the next 
President of the United States. How many of them will endorse 
Back from the Brink? Learn more at: preventnuclearwar.org

— Rev. Rich Peacock

A Bunch of Lies
The Washington Post published “The Afghanistan Papers” 

based on confidential documents written by the Pentagon. Those 
papers reveal the real results of war in Afghanistan.

U.S. officials failed to develop a clear strategy for war in 
Afghanistan. They admitted to fueling corruption by flooding 
the country with money and then turning a blind eye. They 
confessed that almost everything they did to end opium farming 
in Afghanistan backfired. 

U.S. officials failed to tell the truth about the progress of the 
war in Afghanistan. One U.S. veteran wrote, “Every data point 
was altered to present the best picture possible. Truth was rarely 
welcome.”

Will Congress learn from the tragic mistakes? Will Congress 
conduct hearings to hear from those who lied to us?

It remains to be seen if there is strong U.S. diplomatic 
pressure to pursue a deal with the Taliban. Will the U.S. keep the 
Afghanistan government together and negotiating? 

What Americans Want
Most Americans actually reject President Trump’s “America 

First” policy, reports veteran Peace Action member Dr. Lawrence 
S. Wittner in an April 25, 2019, article in “Foreign Policy in 
Focus.”

Large majorities of Americans support arms control, curbs on 
military spending, and support international institutions. In the 
aftermath of Trump’s withdrawal from the Iran nuclear deal, “mod-

ernization” of our nuclear arse-
nal, and withdrawal from the  
International Nuclear Forc-
es (INF) agreement, most 
Americans want the United 
States and Russia to come to 
an agreement to limit nuclear 
arms.            — Dan Butts

Will You Bomb  
This Quiz?

This online test about nuclear 
weapons trivia is named “We 
Bet You’ll Bomb This Test About 
Nuclear Weapons!” To play, visit   
bit.ly/NukesOfHazardQuiz

‘The Game’ Results
Congratulations to the three winners of “The Game” played 

at our Holiday Party and Annual Meeting. These are phrases we 
can use to spread peacemaking. In first place from Sherry Wells: 
“Personally invite congresspeople to PAMI events.” 

In second place from Kim Bergier: “Stop the New Nuclear 
Arms Race.” 

In third from Doris Appleton: “Tell people, ‘Peace Is Patri-
otic.’ ” All three will receive a pair of tickets to a performance of 
their choice at the Detroit Repertory Theater.

Back from the Brink 
Demand our federal officials support this campaign to  

Pull the U.S. back from beginning a catastrophic nuclear war

Vietnam-Iraq-Iran? 
Not one more war 

based on lies. NO WAY! 
Get buttons at 

bit.ly/NoNewWarButton

Detroiters and U.S. Rep. Rashida Tlaib demonstrate in support of the Green New Deal.
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• We believe in wars. From Korea to Vietnam, 
Afghanistan to Iraq, the Cold War to the War on 
Terror, and so many military interventions in 
between, including Grenada, Panama, and Somalia, 
Americans are always fighting somewhere…

• We believe in weaponry, the more expen-
sive the better. The under-performing F-35 stealth 
fighter may cost $1.45 trillion over its lifetime. An 
updated nuclear triad … may cost that already men-
tioned $1.7 trillion. New (and malfunctioning) air-
craft carriers cost us more than $10 billion each. And 
all such weaponry requests get funded … despite a 
history of their redundancy, ridiculously high price, 
regular cost overruns, and mediocre performance. 
Meanwhile, Americans squabble bitterly over a few 
hundred million dollars for the arts and humanities.

• We believe in weapons of mass destruction. … We work 
overtime to ensure “infidels” and “atheists” (the Iranians and 
North Koreans, etc.) don’t get them. Historically, no country has 
devoted more research or money to deadly nuclear, biological, 
and chemical weaponry than the United States.

 • We believe with missionary zeal in our military and seek 
to establish our “faith” everywhere. Hence, our global network 
of perhaps 800 overseas military bases. We don’t hesitate to 
deploy our elite missionaries, like the Jesuits, the Special Oper-
ations forces to more than 130 countries annually.  Our present 
supreme leader, Pope Trump I, boasts of military sales across 
the globe, most notably to the “infidel” Saudis. … His rationale: 
weapons and profits should rule all.

• We believe in our college of cardinals, otherwise known 
as America’s generals and admirals. We sometimes appoint 
them (or anoint them?) to the highest positions in the land. 
While Trump’s generals—Flynn, Mattis, McMaster, and John 
Kelly—have fallen from grace at the White House, America’s 
generals and admirals continue to rule globally … in sweeping 
geographical commands that … cover the planet (digitally, oper-
ationally and even with a planned space command … satirized 
in Kubrick’s  Dr. Strangelove) … with the ability to commit mass 
genocide and worldwide destruction with nuclear weapons. 
Indeed, Pope Trump … his unelected college of cardinals with 
their mission of “full-spectrum dominance” … means they grant 
themselves god-like powers over our lives and that of our planet.

• We believe that freedom comes through obedience. Those 
who break ranks from our militarized church and protest, like 
Chelsea Manning, are treated as heretics and literally tortured.

• We believe military spending brings wealth and jobs galore, 
even when it measurably doesn’t. Military production is both 
increasingly automated and increasingly outsourced, leading to 
far fewer good-paying American jobs compared to spending on 
education, infrastructure repairs of and improvements in roads, 

bridges, levees, and the like … 
• We believe, and our most senior leaders profess to believe, 

that our military represents the very best of us, that we have the 
“finest” one in human history.

• We believe in planning for a future marked by endless 
wars, whether against terrorism or “godless” states like China 
and Russia, which means our military church must be forever 
strengthened in the cause of winning ultimate victory.

• Finally, we believe our religion is the one true faith. More 
pacifist “religions” are dismissed as weak, misguided, and 
exploitative. 

Blessed are the Peacemakers
… A more likely ending (than apocalyptic worldwide destruc-

tion) is a slow-motion collapse of America’s imperial empire and 
the church of the military that goes with it, the resulting chaos 
possibly leading to a Second Coming, not of Christ but of medi-
eval levels of meanness and misery.

Or, maybe, we might start anew by questioning our militarized 
profession of faith. We might begin to realize our warrior-church 
isn’t all it’s cracked up to be. We might begin to seek meaning and 
salvation not through wars and weaponry, not through generals 
and their admirers, not through impossible dreams of total dom-
inance, but through compassion and a desire for global justice.

… I haven’t turned my back on Christianity and its wisdom.  
For what does it profit a country if it gains nothing from its wars 
and military mindset yet loses its soul? The more we Americans 
profess our faith in warriors, weapons, and wars, the more we 
endanger our nation’s collective soul. There’s a reason, after all, 
that Jesus placed the peacemakers, not the warriors, among the 
children of God.
 — Edited by Dan Butts from William Astore,  

TomDispatch.com, 8/13/19. Astore, a retired lieutenant colonel 
(USAF), is a TomDispatch regular. He has taught at the  
Air Force Academy and the Naval Postgraduate School.

Military Might is Our National Religion
A Profession of 21st-Century All-American Faith

OUR MISSION
Peace Action of Michigan is a democratic, 
grassroots movement organizing locally 
to achieve a new foreign policy leading 
to a just World Without Violence.

We seek:

• A demilitarized, sustainable 
economy

• The abolition of nuclear and other 
weapons of mass destruction

• Diplomatic resolutions to global 
conflict

Your Email Needed
Join our email list to receive Action 
Alerts and Peace Action FLASH digitally. 
Email peacemichigan@gmail.com
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Pentagon Spending Increases Again

The bill also creates a  
sixth branch of the American 

military, the Space Force, 
“establishing,” in the words 
of Donald Trump, “space as a 

war-fighting domain.” 

PAMI Board of Directors  
Openings
We have openings on Peace Action of 
Michigan’s Board of Directors. We meet 
on the fourth Thursday monthly at 7 pm 
in Ferndale. Interested? Contact Co-Chair 
Rev. Rich Peacock at 248-321-7480 or 
rjpeacock@wowway.com

Monday Peace Vigils
Join us at the Peace Vigils to end all 

U.S. wars, every Monday from 4:45-5:45 
pm in the summer and 4:15-5:15 pm 
during the winter (after daylight savings 
time ends). The earlier winter time means 
our signs are easier to read 
and it is safer. Also, once 
the sun sinks it gets colder. 
If it is freezing or below, we 
usually quit at 5 pm.

Meet us at the corner of 
Woodward and 9 Mile in 
Ferndale. Individuals have 
been demonstrating here 

every Monday since Dec. 13, 2002. Signs 
are provided! If you bring your own sign, 
messages should communicate clearly 
and not be personally offensive.

Dress warmly in the winter and bring 
plenty of quarters for parking meters.

Save the Dates
On Saturday, May 9, at 7 pm, Peace 

Action will present a concert, “Together 
Again— Charlie King and One by One.” 
The event will be held at Birmingham 
Unitarian Church. Tickets will be $20 in 
advance, $25 at the door, and $15 for lim-
ited income. It's a special Spring fundrais-

er with Michigan Coalition 
for Human Rights. 

The international “Stop 
the New Nuclear Arms 
Race Conference” will be at 
Maryville College in Ten-
nessee, May 22-25. Con-
tact Kim Bergier for more 
info: 2mistnbc@gmail.com

nuclear war more probable and do noth-
ing to improve our security. 

The bill also creates a sixth branch of 
the American military, the Space Force, 
“establishing,” in the words of Donald 
Trump, “space as a war-fighting domain.” 
This is a dangerous, provocative move!

Citing a 3.1% pay raise, defense sector 
jobs in Michigan, more documentation 
to obtain benefits for National Guard and 
Reservists, Senators Peters and Stabenow 
as well as Representatives Huizenga, 
Upton, Bergman, Slotkin, Moolenar, 
Mitchell, Stevens, Walberg, and Lawrence 
voted for the bill.

Representatives Amash, Dingell, 
Kildee, Levin, and Tlaib voted against it 
as the final bill dropped amendments that 
would have stopped the U.S. from aiding 
the Saudi-led war on Yemen, repealed the 
2002 Authorization to use force against 
Iraq, and raised the bar for a president to 
use military force against Iran.

We can thank the five Representatives 

for being among the 48 trying to rein in 
spending our taxes on the Pentagon and 
war.

Continued from front cover
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Lindsay Koshgarian, director of the Institute for Policy  
Studies’ National Priorities, has identified cuts of $300 billion 
annually from Pentagon spending.

• We can stop using supplemental monies for funding wars, 
which are unwinnable and not making us safer, for example 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. Savings: $14 billion a year

• We can close half or more of our 800 overseas military 
bases in more than 90 countries. Most of those bases are in 

non-combat or non-crisis-zones. Savings: $90 billion
• We can cut the Obama- and Trump-supported 10-year 

$1.7 trillion program to “modernize” and upgrade our 
nation’s nuclear weapons and delivery systems. A total 
nuclear weapons ban could save $43 billion a year.

• Over its lifetime, the F-35 jet fighter, which can be 
equipped with nuclear bombs, is estimated to cost $1.5 
trillion—more than the G.D.P. of Australia: 

 ° A 2019 government report lists 900 
performance deficiencies, including a 
dangerous night-vision defect in the 
high-tech pilot’s helmet, which costs 
$400,000—four times more than a typical 
fighter helmet like the F-16. 

 ° Proposed cuts to production and opera-
tion of the F-35 will save a total of $14.7 
billion—more than the military budget 
of Iran.

Cutting $300 billion from the Pentagon 
budget would bring it down to about $400  
billion per year, and that would keep it aligned 
with Pentagon spending during much of the 
1990s. A Pentagon budget of $400 billion 
would still leave the U.S. with a military  
budget larger than the military budgets 
of Russia, China, Iran, and North Korea 
combined.

For more information, please visit  
bit.ly/FundingMedicareForAll

What can we cut?
Cutting Pentagon spending could fund the Green New Deal, free college, or Medicare for All

Congress is Crucial, Call D.C.!
When our Senators and Representatives think about and vote on our endless 
wars, enormous Pentagon spending, and upgrading our nuclear arsenal, it 
is critical that they hear from Michigan’s voters. Call D.C. and don’t let the 
congressional staffers just sit by their phones.
Senator Gary Peters, 202-224-6221 
Sen. Debbie Stabenow, 202-224-4822 
Call Representatives for 
Congressional Districts: 

1 – Jack Bergman, 202-225-4735  
2 – Bill Huzinga, 202-225-4401  
3 – Justin Amash, 202-225-3831 
4 – John Moolenar, 202-225-3561  
5 – Daniel Kildee, 202-225-3611 

6 – Frederick Upton, 202-225-3761 
7 – Tim Walberg, 202-225-6276
8 – Elissa Slotkin, 202-225-4872
9 – Andy Levin, 202-225-4961
10 – Paul Mitchell, 202-225-2106
11 – Haley Stevens, 202-225-8171
12 – Debbie Dingell, 202-225-4071
13 – Rashida Tlaib, 202-225-5126  
14 – Brenda Lawrence, 202-225-5802

Peace Voter 2020
Every election cycle, Peace Action (national) makes candidate endorse-

ments, raises money for those candidates, briefs candidates on foreign 
policy issues, and donates skilled organizers to candidates who will rep-
resent the peace movement well in Congress. Peace Action of Michigan 
will also have a Peace Voter 2020 movement. Check out candidate profiles:  
peaceaction.org/positions/ and peacemaking platform: peaceaction.org/platform/
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Cut Pentagon Spending, 
Fund the Green New Deal

With the Michigan Presidential Pri-
mary on March 10, we can tell the candi-
dates to prioritize reducing Pentagon 
spending and funding the Green New 
Deal. 

You can go to campaign events with a 
sign, “Cut Pentagon Spending, Fund the 
Green New Deal.” Make your sign, or to 
borrow such a sign, contact Rev. Rich 
Peacock at rjpeacock@wowway.com. 

You can ask questions: 
“Will you reduce Pentagon spending by 

at least $200 billion annually to free up  
$2 trillion or more over the next decade for 
confronting our climate crisis and meeting 
human needs?”

“Our military should be truly defense-
based instead of making war and nuclear 
weapons. How will you bring our troops 
home and end our forever wars?”

“California and Australia are on fire, Venice is flooding, it’s 
getting hotter in Michigan, and the number of climate refugees is 
growing. The Green New Deal aims to achieve net-zero green-
house gas emissions, build smart power grids, upgrade buildings 
to be more efficient, and train workers for jobs in a new, greener 

economy over the next ten 
years. How will you fund 
The Green New Deal?”

F o r  u p d a t e s  v i s i t :  
peaceactionmich.org 
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Congress passed the National Defense Authorization Act 
for FY 2020 in December. The House voted 377 to 48 in favor 
of the bill, and the Senate voted 86 to 8. 

It gives the Pentagon $738 billion, which is more than it 
requested. Bernie Sanders wrote, “I find it curious that few 
of the ‘deficit hawks’ are asking if it is fiscally prudent to be 
spending more on defense than the next 10 countries com-
bined – more than half of our nation’s discretionary budget.” 

The $120 billion increase since the Obama administra-
tion could have made every public college, university, trade 
school and apprenticeship program in the United States tui-
tion-free, eliminated homelessness, and provided universal 

school meals to every stu-
dent in our nation’s public 
schools.

The bill accelerates 
the growing nuclear 
arms race with Russia 
by allowing the Trump 
administration to quickly deploy the new W76-2 nuclear 
warhead on Trident submarines. This is called a “usable” 
nuke since it is smaller than the one dropped on Hiroshima. 
“Usable” nukes are extremely provocative because they make 

Pentagon Spending Increases Again

Continued on page 2

The United States president has the legal power to order a 
nuclear missile attack without consulting Congress or other 
government officials, regardless of whether the United States is 
attacked. As soon as one country fires nuclear bombs, the entire 
conflict could escalate into a devastating nuclear war. No matter 
where on earth it happens, the use of nuclear bombs threatens 
American security.

The 2013 Nuclear Famine Report from The Physicians for 
Social Responsibility identifies the catastrophic climate affects 
after a limited regional nuclear war between India and Pakistan. 
Using less than one half of one percent of the global nuclear 
weapons would risk the starvation of almost one quarter of the 
world’s population.

Back from the Brink is a campaign to pull the U.S. back from 
beginning a catastrophic nuclear war, and calls upon on our fed-
eral officials to endorse the following:

1. Renounce the option of using nuclear 
weapons first 

A policy that the U.S. would initiate a nuclear war (first use) 
increases the fears of a surprise attack, puts pressure on other 
nuclear-armed countries to keep their nuclear arsenals on high 
alert, and increases the risk of unintended nuclear war. Dan 
Butts reports that more than one-third of the Democrats in the 
House of Representatives are on record supporting legislation 
that would restrict the first use of nuclear weapons. We can raise 
awareness and eventually pass legislation to make us safer. 

2. End the sole unchecked authority of any U.S. 
president to launch a nuclear attack         

Since only Congress can adopt a declaration of war, any U.S. pres-
ident should not have the authority to launch nuclear weapons.       

3. Take U.S. nuclear weapons off hair-trigger alert
Political miscalculations and human mistakes should not trigger 
an immediate launching of nuclear weapons. This will lower the 
risk of starting a nuclear conflagration. The bottom line is this 
would increase U.S. security.  

4. Cancel the plan to replace its entire nuclear 
arsenal with enhanced weapons

The U.S. is planning to spend about 1.7 trillion dollars to build 
new nuclear bombs and missiles to replace the old ones over 
the next thirty years. That amount is unimaginable. It is about 
$5,000 for every man, woman, and child in America. We will be 
better off spending our taxes on the threats of cyber attacks and 
global warming as well as on free college education and volun-
tary Medicare for all.

5. Actively pursue a verifiable agreement 
among nuclear-armed states to eliminate 
their nuclear arsenals, as we are obligated 
under Article VI of the Nuclear Nonprolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT) 

Since the end of the Cold War, both Republican and Democratic 
administrations have worked to reduce the number of nuclear 
weapons. Republican presidents have actually gotten rid of more 
nuclear weapons than Democrats. 

The Montgomery County (Maryland) Council approved a 
Back from the Brink Resolution on December 10, 2019. Is your 
local political unit a possible backer? 

There are many candidates who want to become the next 
President of the United States. How many of them will endorse 
Back from the Brink? Learn more at: preventnuclearwar.org

— Rev. Rich Peacock

A Bunch of Lies
The Washington Post published “The Afghanistan Papers” 

based on confidential documents written by the Pentagon. Those 
papers reveal the real results of war in Afghanistan.

U.S. officials failed to develop a clear strategy for war in 
Afghanistan. They admitted to fueling corruption by flooding 
the country with money and then turning a blind eye. They 
confessed that almost everything they did to end opium farming 
in Afghanistan backfired. 

U.S. officials failed to tell the truth about the progress of the 
war in Afghanistan. One U.S. veteran wrote, “Every data point 
was altered to present the best picture possible. Truth was rarely 
welcome.”

Will Congress learn from the tragic mistakes? Will Congress 
conduct hearings to hear from those who lied to us?

It remains to be seen if there is strong U.S. diplomatic 
pressure to pursue a deal with the Taliban. Will the U.S. keep the 
Afghanistan government together and negotiating? 

What Americans Want
Most Americans actually reject President Trump’s “America 

First” policy, reports veteran Peace Action member Dr. Lawrence 
S. Wittner in an April 25, 2019, article in “Foreign Policy in 
Focus.”

Large majorities of Americans support arms control, curbs on 
military spending, and support international institutions. In the 
aftermath of Trump’s withdrawal from the Iran nuclear deal, “mod-

ernization” of our nuclear arse-
nal, and withdrawal from the  
International Nuclear Forc-
es (INF) agreement, most 
Americans want the United 
States and Russia to come to 
an agreement to limit nuclear 
arms.            — Dan Butts

Will You Bomb  
This Quiz?

This online test about nuclear 
weapons trivia is named “We 
Bet You’ll Bomb This Test About 
Nuclear Weapons!” To play, visit   
bit.ly/NukesOfHazardQuiz

‘The Game’ Results
Congratulations to the three winners of “The Game” played 

at our Holiday Party and Annual Meeting. These are phrases we 
can use to spread peacemaking. In first place from Sherry Wells: 
“Personally invite congresspeople to PAMI events.” 

In second place from Kim Bergier: “Stop the New Nuclear 
Arms Race.” 

In third from Doris Appleton: “Tell people, ‘Peace Is Patri-
otic.’ ” All three will receive a pair of tickets to a performance of 
their choice at the Detroit Repertory Theater.

Back from the Brink 
Demand our federal officials support this campaign to  

Pull the U.S. back from beginning a catastrophic nuclear war

Vietnam-Iraq-Iran? 
Not one more war 

based on lies. NO WAY! 
Get buttons at 

bit.ly/NoNewWarButton

Detroiters and U.S. Rep. Rashida Tlaib demonstrate in support of the Green New Deal.

www.preventnuclearwar.org
www.preventnuclearwar.org
www.preventnuclearwar.org


4 5

• We believe in wars. From Korea to Vietnam, 
Afghanistan to Iraq, the Cold War to the War on 
Terror, and so many military interventions in 
between, including Grenada, Panama, and Somalia, 
Americans are always fighting somewhere…

• We believe in weaponry, the more expen-
sive the better. The under-performing F-35 stealth 
fighter may cost $1.45 trillion over its lifetime. An 
updated nuclear triad … may cost that already men-
tioned $1.7 trillion. New (and malfunctioning) air-
craft carriers cost us more than $10 billion each. And 
all such weaponry requests get funded … despite a 
history of their redundancy, ridiculously high price, 
regular cost overruns, and mediocre performance. 
Meanwhile, Americans squabble bitterly over a few 
hundred million dollars for the arts and humanities.

• We believe in weapons of mass destruction. … We work 
overtime to ensure “infidels” and “atheists” (the Iranians and 
North Koreans, etc.) don’t get them. Historically, no country has 
devoted more research or money to deadly nuclear, biological, 
and chemical weaponry than the United States.

 • We believe with missionary zeal in our military and seek 
to establish our “faith” everywhere. Hence, our global network 
of perhaps 800 overseas military bases. We don’t hesitate to 
deploy our elite missionaries, like the Jesuits, the Special Oper-
ations forces to more than 130 countries annually.  Our present 
supreme leader, Pope Trump I, boasts of military sales across 
the globe, most notably to the “infidel” Saudis. … His rationale: 
weapons and profits should rule all.

• We believe in our college of cardinals, otherwise known 
as America’s generals and admirals. We sometimes appoint 
them (or anoint them?) to the highest positions in the land. 
While Trump’s generals—Flynn, Mattis, McMaster, and John 
Kelly—have fallen from grace at the White House, America’s 
generals and admirals continue to rule globally … in sweeping 
geographical commands that … cover the planet (digitally, oper-
ationally and even with a planned space command … satirized 
in Kubrick’s  Dr. Strangelove) … with the ability to commit mass 
genocide and worldwide destruction with nuclear weapons. 
Indeed, Pope Trump … his unelected college of cardinals with 
their mission of “full-spectrum dominance” … means they grant 
themselves god-like powers over our lives and that of our planet.

• We believe that freedom comes through obedience. Those 
who break ranks from our militarized church and protest, like 
Chelsea Manning, are treated as heretics and literally tortured.

• We believe military spending brings wealth and jobs galore, 
even when it measurably doesn’t. Military production is both 
increasingly automated and increasingly outsourced, leading to 
far fewer good-paying American jobs compared to spending on 
education, infrastructure repairs of and improvements in roads, 

bridges, levees, and the like … 
• We believe, and our most senior leaders profess to believe, 

that our military represents the very best of us, that we have the 
“finest” one in human history.

• We believe in planning for a future marked by endless 
wars, whether against terrorism or “godless” states like China 
and Russia, which means our military church must be forever 
strengthened in the cause of winning ultimate victory.

• Finally, we believe our religion is the one true faith. More 
pacifist “religions” are dismissed as weak, misguided, and 
exploitative. 

Blessed are the Peacemakers
… A more likely ending (than apocalyptic worldwide destruc-

tion) is a slow-motion collapse of America’s imperial empire and 
the church of the military that goes with it, the resulting chaos 
possibly leading to a Second Coming, not of Christ but of medi-
eval levels of meanness and misery.

Or, maybe, we might start anew by questioning our militarized 
profession of faith. We might begin to realize our warrior-church 
isn’t all it’s cracked up to be. We might begin to seek meaning and 
salvation not through wars and weaponry, not through generals 
and their admirers, not through impossible dreams of total dom-
inance, but through compassion and a desire for global justice.

… I haven’t turned my back on Christianity and its wisdom.  
For what does it profit a country if it gains nothing from its wars 
and military mindset yet loses its soul? The more we Americans 
profess our faith in warriors, weapons, and wars, the more we 
endanger our nation’s collective soul. There’s a reason, after all, 
that Jesus placed the peacemakers, not the warriors, among the 
children of God.
 — Edited by Dan Butts from William Astore,  

TomDispatch.com, 8/13/19. Astore, a retired lieutenant colonel 
(USAF), is a TomDispatch regular. He has taught at the  
Air Force Academy and the Naval Postgraduate School.
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grassroots movement organizing locally 
to achieve a new foreign policy leading 
to a just World Without Violence.

We seek:

• A demilitarized, sustainable 
economy

• The abolition of nuclear and other 
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Pentagon Spending Increases Again

The bill also creates a  
sixth branch of the American 

military, the Space Force, 
“establishing,” in the words 
of Donald Trump, “space as a 

war-fighting domain.” 

PAMI Board of Directors  
Openings
We have openings on Peace Action of 
Michigan’s Board of Directors. We meet 
on the fourth Thursday monthly at 7 pm 
in Ferndale. Interested? Contact Co-Chair 
Rev. Rich Peacock at 248-321-7480 or 
rjpeacock@wowway.com

Monday Peace Vigils
Join us at the Peace Vigils to end all 

U.S. wars, every Monday from 4:45-5:45 
pm in the summer and 4:15-5:15 pm 
during the winter (after daylight savings 
time ends). The earlier winter time means 
our signs are easier to read 
and it is safer. Also, once 
the sun sinks it gets colder. 
If it is freezing or below, we 
usually quit at 5 pm.

Meet us at the corner of 
Woodward and 9 Mile in 
Ferndale. Individuals have 
been demonstrating here 

every Monday since Dec. 13, 2002. Signs 
are provided! If you bring your own sign, 
messages should communicate clearly 
and not be personally offensive.

Dress warmly in the winter and bring 
plenty of quarters for parking meters.

Save the Dates
On Saturday, May 9, at 7 pm, Peace 

Action will present a concert, “Together 
Again— Charlie King and One by One.” 
The event will be held at Birmingham 
Unitarian Church. Tickets will be $20 in 
advance, $25 at the door, and $15 for lim-
ited income. It's a special Spring fundrais-

er with Michigan Coalition 
for Human Rights. 

The international “Stop 
the New Nuclear Arms 
Race Conference” will be at 
Maryville College in Ten-
nessee, May 22-25. Con-
tact Kim Bergier for more 
info: 2mistnbc@gmail.com

nuclear war more probable and do noth-
ing to improve our security. 

The bill also creates a sixth branch of 
the American military, the Space Force, 
“establishing,” in the words of Donald 
Trump, “space as a war-fighting domain.” 
This is a dangerous, provocative move!

Citing a 3.1% pay raise, defense sector 
jobs in Michigan, more documentation 
to obtain benefits for National Guard and 
Reservists, Senators Peters and Stabenow 
as well as Representatives Huizenga, 
Upton, Bergman, Slotkin, Moolenar, 
Mitchell, Stevens, Walberg, and Lawrence 
voted for the bill.

Representatives Amash, Dingell, 
Kildee, Levin, and Tlaib voted against it 
as the final bill dropped amendments that 
would have stopped the U.S. from aiding 
the Saudi-led war on Yemen, repealed the 
2002 Authorization to use force against 
Iraq, and raised the bar for a president to 
use military force against Iran.

We can thank the five Representatives 

for being among the 48 trying to rein in 
spending our taxes on the Pentagon and 
war.
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Lindsay Koshgarian, director of the Institute for Policy  
Studies’ National Priorities, has identified cuts of $300 billion 
annually from Pentagon spending.

• We can stop using supplemental monies for funding wars, 
which are unwinnable and not making us safer, for example 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. Savings: $14 billion a year

• We can close half or more of our 800 overseas military 
bases in more than 90 countries. Most of those bases are in 

non-combat or non-crisis-zones. Savings: $90 billion
• We can cut the Obama- and Trump-supported 10-year 

$1.7 trillion program to “modernize” and upgrade our 
nation’s nuclear weapons and delivery systems. A total 
nuclear weapons ban could save $43 billion a year.

• Over its lifetime, the F-35 jet fighter, which can be 
equipped with nuclear bombs, is estimated to cost $1.5 
trillion—more than the G.D.P. of Australia: 

 ° A 2019 government report lists 900 
performance deficiencies, including a 
dangerous night-vision defect in the 
high-tech pilot’s helmet, which costs 
$400,000—four times more than a typical 
fighter helmet like the F-16. 

 ° Proposed cuts to production and opera-
tion of the F-35 will save a total of $14.7 
billion—more than the military budget 
of Iran.

Cutting $300 billion from the Pentagon 
budget would bring it down to about $400  
billion per year, and that would keep it aligned 
with Pentagon spending during much of the 
1990s. A Pentagon budget of $400 billion 
would still leave the U.S. with a military  
budget larger than the military budgets 
of Russia, China, Iran, and North Korea 
combined.

For more information, please visit  
bit.ly/FundingMedicareForAll

What can we cut?
Cutting Pentagon spending could fund the Green New Deal, free college, or Medicare for All

Congress is Crucial, Call D.C.!
When our Senators and Representatives think about and vote on our endless 
wars, enormous Pentagon spending, and upgrading our nuclear arsenal, it 
is critical that they hear from Michigan’s voters. Call D.C. and don’t let the 
congressional staffers just sit by their phones.
Senator Gary Peters, 202-224-6221 
Sen. Debbie Stabenow, 202-224-4822 
Call Representatives for 
Congressional Districts: 

1 – Jack Bergman, 202-225-4735  
2 – Bill Huzinga, 202-225-4401  
3 – Justin Amash, 202-225-3831 
4 – John Moolenar, 202-225-3561  
5 – Daniel Kildee, 202-225-3611 

6 – Frederick Upton, 202-225-3761 
7 – Tim Walberg, 202-225-6276
8 – Elissa Slotkin, 202-225-4872
9 – Andy Levin, 202-225-4961
10 – Paul Mitchell, 202-225-2106
11 – Haley Stevens, 202-225-8171
12 – Debbie Dingell, 202-225-4071
13 – Rashida Tlaib, 202-225-5126  
14 – Brenda Lawrence, 202-225-5802

Peace Voter 2020
Every election cycle, Peace Action (national) makes candidate endorse-

ments, raises money for those candidates, briefs candidates on foreign 
policy issues, and donates skilled organizers to candidates who will rep-
resent the peace movement well in Congress. Peace Action of Michigan 
will also have a Peace Voter 2020 movement. Check out candidate profiles:  
peaceaction.org/positions/ and peacemaking platform: peaceaction.org/platform/
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• We believe in wars. From Korea to Vietnam, 
Afghanistan to Iraq, the Cold War to the War on 
Terror, and so many military interventions in 
between, including Grenada, Panama, and Somalia, 
Americans are always fighting somewhere…

• We believe in weaponry, the more expen-
sive the better. The under-performing F-35 stealth 
fighter may cost $1.45 trillion over its lifetime. An 
updated nuclear triad … may cost that already men-
tioned $1.7 trillion. New (and malfunctioning) air-
craft carriers cost us more than $10 billion each. And 
all such weaponry requests get funded … despite a 
history of their redundancy, ridiculously high price, 
regular cost overruns, and mediocre performance. 
Meanwhile, Americans squabble bitterly over a few 
hundred million dollars for the arts and humanities.

• We believe in weapons of mass destruction. … We work 
overtime to ensure “infidels” and “atheists” (the Iranians and 
North Koreans, etc.) don’t get them. Historically, no country has 
devoted more research or money to deadly nuclear, biological, 
and chemical weaponry than the United States.

 • We believe with missionary zeal in our military and seek 
to establish our “faith” everywhere. Hence, our global network 
of perhaps 800 overseas military bases. We don’t hesitate to 
deploy our elite missionaries, like the Jesuits, the Special Oper-
ations forces to more than 130 countries annually.  Our present 
supreme leader, Pope Trump I, boasts of military sales across 
the globe, most notably to the “infidel” Saudis. … His rationale: 
weapons and profits should rule all.

• We believe in our college of cardinals, otherwise known 
as America’s generals and admirals. We sometimes appoint 
them (or anoint them?) to the highest positions in the land. 
While Trump’s generals—Flynn, Mattis, McMaster, and John 
Kelly—have fallen from grace at the White House, America’s 
generals and admirals continue to rule globally … in sweeping 
geographical commands that … cover the planet (digitally, oper-
ationally and even with a planned space command … satirized 
in Kubrick’s  Dr. Strangelove) … with the ability to commit mass 
genocide and worldwide destruction with nuclear weapons. 
Indeed, Pope Trump … his unelected college of cardinals with 
their mission of “full-spectrum dominance” … means they grant 
themselves god-like powers over our lives and that of our planet.

• We believe that freedom comes through obedience. Those 
who break ranks from our militarized church and protest, like 
Chelsea Manning, are treated as heretics and literally tortured.

• We believe military spending brings wealth and jobs galore, 
even when it measurably doesn’t. Military production is both 
increasingly automated and increasingly outsourced, leading to 
far fewer good-paying American jobs compared to spending on 
education, infrastructure repairs of and improvements in roads, 

bridges, levees, and the like … 
• We believe, and our most senior leaders profess to believe, 

that our military represents the very best of us, that we have the 
“finest” one in human history.

• We believe in planning for a future marked by endless 
wars, whether against terrorism or “godless” states like China 
and Russia, which means our military church must be forever 
strengthened in the cause of winning ultimate victory.

• Finally, we believe our religion is the one true faith. More 
pacifist “religions” are dismissed as weak, misguided, and 
exploitative. 

Blessed are the Peacemakers
… A more likely ending (than apocalyptic worldwide destruc-

tion) is a slow-motion collapse of America’s imperial empire and 
the church of the military that goes with it, the resulting chaos 
possibly leading to a Second Coming, not of Christ but of medi-
eval levels of meanness and misery.

Or, maybe, we might start anew by questioning our militarized 
profession of faith. We might begin to realize our warrior-church 
isn’t all it’s cracked up to be. We might begin to seek meaning and 
salvation not through wars and weaponry, not through generals 
and their admirers, not through impossible dreams of total dom-
inance, but through compassion and a desire for global justice.

… I haven’t turned my back on Christianity and its wisdom.  
For what does it profit a country if it gains nothing from its wars 
and military mindset yet loses its soul? The more we Americans 
profess our faith in warriors, weapons, and wars, the more we 
endanger our nation’s collective soul. There’s a reason, after all, 
that Jesus placed the peacemakers, not the warriors, among the 
children of God.
 — Edited by Dan Butts from William Astore,  

TomDispatch.com, 8/13/19. Astore, a retired lieutenant colonel 
(USAF), is a TomDispatch regular. He has taught at the  
Air Force Academy and the Naval Postgraduate School.
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A Profession of 21st-Century All-American Faith
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Peace Action of Michigan is a democratic, 
grassroots movement organizing locally 
to achieve a new foreign policy leading 
to a just World Without Violence.

We seek:

• A demilitarized, sustainable 
economy

• The abolition of nuclear and other 
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conflict
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Pentagon Spending Increases Again

The bill also creates a  
sixth branch of the American 

military, the Space Force, 
“establishing,” in the words 
of Donald Trump, “space as a 

war-fighting domain.” 

PAMI Board of Directors  
Openings
We have openings on Peace Action of 
Michigan’s Board of Directors. We meet 
on the fourth Thursday monthly at 7 pm 
in Ferndale. Interested? Contact Co-Chair 
Rev. Rich Peacock at 248-321-7480 or 
rjpeacock@wowway.com

Monday Peace Vigils
Join us at the Peace Vigils to end all 

U.S. wars, every Monday from 4:45-5:45 
pm in the summer and 4:15-5:15 pm 
during the winter (after daylight savings 
time ends). The earlier winter time means 
our signs are easier to read 
and it is safer. Also, once 
the sun sinks it gets colder. 
If it is freezing or below, we 
usually quit at 5 pm.

Meet us at the corner of 
Woodward and 9 Mile in 
Ferndale. Individuals have 
been demonstrating here 

every Monday since Dec. 13, 2002. Signs 
are provided! If you bring your own sign, 
messages should communicate clearly 
and not be personally offensive.

Dress warmly in the winter and bring 
plenty of quarters for parking meters.

Save the Dates
On Saturday, May 9, at 7 pm, Peace 

Action will present a concert, “Together 
Again— Charlie King and One by One.” 
The event will be held at Birmingham 
Unitarian Church. Tickets will be $20 in 
advance, $25 at the door, and $15 for lim-
ited income. It's a special Spring fundrais-

er with Michigan Coalition 
for Human Rights. 

The international “Stop 
the New Nuclear Arms 
Race Conference” will be at 
Maryville College in Ten-
nessee, May 22-25. Con-
tact Kim Bergier for more 
info: 2mistnbc@gmail.com

nuclear war more probable and do noth-
ing to improve our security. 

The bill also creates a sixth branch of 
the American military, the Space Force, 
“establishing,” in the words of Donald 
Trump, “space as a war-fighting domain.” 
This is a dangerous, provocative move!

Citing a 3.1% pay raise, defense sector 
jobs in Michigan, more documentation 
to obtain benefits for National Guard and 
Reservists, Senators Peters and Stabenow 
as well as Representatives Huizenga, 
Upton, Bergman, Slotkin, Moolenar, 
Mitchell, Stevens, Walberg, and Lawrence 
voted for the bill.

Representatives Amash, Dingell, 
Kildee, Levin, and Tlaib voted against it 
as the final bill dropped amendments that 
would have stopped the U.S. from aiding 
the Saudi-led war on Yemen, repealed the 
2002 Authorization to use force against 
Iraq, and raised the bar for a president to 
use military force against Iran.

We can thank the five Representatives 

for being among the 48 trying to rein in 
spending our taxes on the Pentagon and 
war.
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Lindsay Koshgarian, director of the Institute for Policy  
Studies’ National Priorities, has identified cuts of $300 billion 
annually from Pentagon spending.

• We can stop using supplemental monies for funding wars, 
which are unwinnable and not making us safer, for example 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. Savings: $14 billion a year

• We can close half or more of our 800 overseas military 
bases in more than 90 countries. Most of those bases are in 

non-combat or non-crisis-zones. Savings: $90 billion
• We can cut the Obama- and Trump-supported 10-year 

$1.7 trillion program to “modernize” and upgrade our 
nation’s nuclear weapons and delivery systems. A total 
nuclear weapons ban could save $43 billion a year.

• Over its lifetime, the F-35 jet fighter, which can be 
equipped with nuclear bombs, is estimated to cost $1.5 
trillion—more than the G.D.P. of Australia: 

 ° A 2019 government report lists 900 
performance deficiencies, including a 
dangerous night-vision defect in the 
high-tech pilot’s helmet, which costs 
$400,000—four times more than a typical 
fighter helmet like the F-16. 

 ° Proposed cuts to production and opera-
tion of the F-35 will save a total of $14.7 
billion—more than the military budget 
of Iran.

Cutting $300 billion from the Pentagon 
budget would bring it down to about $400  
billion per year, and that would keep it aligned 
with Pentagon spending during much of the 
1990s. A Pentagon budget of $400 billion 
would still leave the U.S. with a military  
budget larger than the military budgets 
of Russia, China, Iran, and North Korea 
combined.

For more information, please visit  
bit.ly/FundingMedicareForAll

What can we cut?
Cutting Pentagon spending could fund the Green New Deal, free college, or Medicare for All

Congress is Crucial, Call D.C.!
When our Senators and Representatives think about and vote on our endless 
wars, enormous Pentagon spending, and upgrading our nuclear arsenal, it 
is critical that they hear from Michigan’s voters. Call D.C. and don’t let the 
congressional staffers just sit by their phones.
Senator Gary Peters, 202-224-6221 
Sen. Debbie Stabenow, 202-224-4822 
Call Representatives for 
Congressional Districts: 

1 – Jack Bergman, 202-225-4735  
2 – Bill Huzinga, 202-225-4401  
3 – Justin Amash, 202-225-3831 
4 – John Moolenar, 202-225-3561  
5 – Daniel Kildee, 202-225-3611 

6 – Frederick Upton, 202-225-3761 
7 – Tim Walberg, 202-225-6276
8 – Elissa Slotkin, 202-225-4872
9 – Andy Levin, 202-225-4961
10 – Paul Mitchell, 202-225-2106
11 – Haley Stevens, 202-225-8171
12 – Debbie Dingell, 202-225-4071
13 – Rashida Tlaib, 202-225-5126  
14 – Brenda Lawrence, 202-225-5802

Peace Voter 2020
Every election cycle, Peace Action (national) makes candidate endorse-

ments, raises money for those candidates, briefs candidates on foreign 
policy issues, and donates skilled organizers to candidates who will rep-
resent the peace movement well in Congress. Peace Action of Michigan 
will also have a Peace Voter 2020 movement. Check out candidate profiles:  
peaceaction.org/positions/ and peacemaking platform: peaceaction.org/platform/
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Cut Pentagon Spending, 
Fund the Green New Deal

With the Michigan Presidential Pri-
mary on March 10, we can tell the candi-
dates to prioritize reducing Pentagon 
spending and funding the Green New 
Deal. 

You can go to campaign events with a 
sign, “Cut Pentagon Spending, Fund the 
Green New Deal.” Make your sign, or to 
borrow such a sign, contact Rev. Rich 
Peacock at rjpeacock@wowway.com. 

You can ask questions: 
“Will you reduce Pentagon spending by 

at least $200 billion annually to free up  
$2 trillion or more over the next decade for 
confronting our climate crisis and meeting 
human needs?”

“Our military should be truly defense-
based instead of making war and nuclear 
weapons. How will you bring our troops 
home and end our forever wars?”

“California and Australia are on fire, Venice is flooding, it’s 
getting hotter in Michigan, and the number of climate refugees is 
growing. The Green New Deal aims to achieve net-zero green-
house gas emissions, build smart power grids, upgrade buildings 
to be more efficient, and train workers for jobs in a new, greener 

economy over the next ten 
years. How will you fund 
The Green New Deal?”

F o r  u p d a t e s  v i s i t :  
peaceactionmich.org 
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Congress passed the National Defense Authorization Act 
for FY 2020 in December. The House voted 377 to 48 in favor 
of the bill, and the Senate voted 86 to 8. 

It gives the Pentagon $738 billion, which is more than it 
requested. Bernie Sanders wrote, “I find it curious that few 
of the ‘deficit hawks’ are asking if it is fiscally prudent to be 
spending more on defense than the next 10 countries com-
bined – more than half of our nation’s discretionary budget.” 

The $120 billion increase since the Obama administra-
tion could have made every public college, university, trade 
school and apprenticeship program in the United States tui-
tion-free, eliminated homelessness, and provided universal 

school meals to every stu-
dent in our nation’s public 
schools.

The bill accelerates 
the growing nuclear 
arms race with Russia 
by allowing the Trump 
administration to quickly deploy the new W76-2 nuclear 
warhead on Trident submarines. This is called a “usable” 
nuke since it is smaller than the one dropped on Hiroshima. 
“Usable” nukes are extremely provocative because they make 

Pentagon Spending Increases Again

Continued on page 2

The United States president has the legal power to order a 
nuclear missile attack without consulting Congress or other 
government officials, regardless of whether the United States is 
attacked. As soon as one country fires nuclear bombs, the entire 
conflict could escalate into a devastating nuclear war. No matter 
where on earth it happens, the use of nuclear bombs threatens 
American security.

The 2013 Nuclear Famine Report from The Physicians for 
Social Responsibility identifies the catastrophic climate affects 
after a limited regional nuclear war between India and Pakistan. 
Using less than one half of one percent of the global nuclear 
weapons would risk the starvation of almost one quarter of the 
world’s population.

Back from the Brink is a campaign to pull the U.S. back from 
beginning a catastrophic nuclear war, and calls upon on our fed-
eral officials to endorse the following:

1. Renounce the option of using nuclear 
weapons first 

A policy that the U.S. would initiate a nuclear war (first use) 
increases the fears of a surprise attack, puts pressure on other 
nuclear-armed countries to keep their nuclear arsenals on high 
alert, and increases the risk of unintended nuclear war. Dan 
Butts reports that more than one-third of the Democrats in the 
House of Representatives are on record supporting legislation 
that would restrict the first use of nuclear weapons. We can raise 
awareness and eventually pass legislation to make us safer. 

2. End the sole unchecked authority of any U.S. 
president to launch a nuclear attack         

Since only Congress can adopt a declaration of war, any U.S. pres-
ident should not have the authority to launch nuclear weapons.       

3. Take U.S. nuclear weapons off hair-trigger alert
Political miscalculations and human mistakes should not trigger 
an immediate launching of nuclear weapons. This will lower the 
risk of starting a nuclear conflagration. The bottom line is this 
would increase U.S. security.  

4. Cancel the plan to replace its entire nuclear 
arsenal with enhanced weapons

The U.S. is planning to spend about 1.7 trillion dollars to build 
new nuclear bombs and missiles to replace the old ones over 
the next thirty years. That amount is unimaginable. It is about 
$5,000 for every man, woman, and child in America. We will be 
better off spending our taxes on the threats of cyber attacks and 
global warming as well as on free college education and volun-
tary Medicare for all.

5. Actively pursue a verifiable agreement 
among nuclear-armed states to eliminate 
their nuclear arsenals, as we are obligated 
under Article VI of the Nuclear Nonprolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT) 

Since the end of the Cold War, both Republican and Democratic 
administrations have worked to reduce the number of nuclear 
weapons. Republican presidents have actually gotten rid of more 
nuclear weapons than Democrats. 

The Montgomery County (Maryland) Council approved a 
Back from the Brink Resolution on December 10, 2019. Is your 
local political unit a possible backer? 

There are many candidates who want to become the next 
President of the United States. How many of them will endorse 
Back from the Brink? Learn more at: preventnuclearwar.org

— Rev. Rich Peacock

A Bunch of Lies
The Washington Post published “The Afghanistan Papers” 

based on confidential documents written by the Pentagon. Those 
papers reveal the real results of war in Afghanistan.

U.S. officials failed to develop a clear strategy for war in 
Afghanistan. They admitted to fueling corruption by flooding 
the country with money and then turning a blind eye. They 
confessed that almost everything they did to end opium farming 
in Afghanistan backfired. 

U.S. officials failed to tell the truth about the progress of the 
war in Afghanistan. One U.S. veteran wrote, “Every data point 
was altered to present the best picture possible. Truth was rarely 
welcome.”

Will Congress learn from the tragic mistakes? Will Congress 
conduct hearings to hear from those who lied to us?

It remains to be seen if there is strong U.S. diplomatic 
pressure to pursue a deal with the Taliban. Will the U.S. keep the 
Afghanistan government together and negotiating? 

What Americans Want
Most Americans actually reject President Trump’s “America 

First” policy, reports veteran Peace Action member Dr. Lawrence 
S. Wittner in an April 25, 2019, article in “Foreign Policy in 
Focus.”

Large majorities of Americans support arms control, curbs on 
military spending, and support international institutions. In the 
aftermath of Trump’s withdrawal from the Iran nuclear deal, “mod-

ernization” of our nuclear arse-
nal, and withdrawal from the  
International Nuclear Forc-
es (INF) agreement, most 
Americans want the United 
States and Russia to come to 
an agreement to limit nuclear 
arms.            — Dan Butts

Will You Bomb  
This Quiz?

This online test about nuclear 
weapons trivia is named “We 
Bet You’ll Bomb This Test About 
Nuclear Weapons!” To play, visit   
bit.ly/NukesOfHazardQuiz

‘The Game’ Results
Congratulations to the three winners of “The Game” played 

at our Holiday Party and Annual Meeting. These are phrases we 
can use to spread peacemaking. In first place from Sherry Wells: 
“Personally invite congresspeople to PAMI events.” 

In second place from Kim Bergier: “Stop the New Nuclear 
Arms Race.” 

In third from Doris Appleton: “Tell people, ‘Peace Is Patri-
otic.’ ” All three will receive a pair of tickets to a performance of 
their choice at the Detroit Repertory Theater.

Back from the Brink 
Demand our federal officials support this campaign to  

Pull the U.S. back from beginning a catastrophic nuclear war

Vietnam-Iraq-Iran? 
Not one more war 

based on lies. NO WAY! 
Get buttons at 

bit.ly/NoNewWarButton

Detroiters and U.S. Rep. Rashida Tlaib demonstrate in support of the Green New Deal.
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