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Appetizers, Cider & Donuts 
at 4:30 pm 

Music by Julie Beutel & 
Bob O’Brien at 5:30 pm

Honor Three 
PeaceBuilders 
Kim Bergier leads the 
Michigan Stop the Nuclear 
Bombs Campaign (MSTNBC).
Rev. Rich Peacock is a 
Co-Chair of Peace Action of 
Michigan. 
Fred Pearson, Ph.D., served 
as the Director of the Center 
for Peace and Conflict Studies 
at Wayne State University for 
30 years.

Vote for Kildee & Tlaib Nov. 8

1

Representatives Dan Kildee and Rashida 
Tlaib have been endorsed by national Peace 
Action as well as Peace Action of Michigan 
because of their pro-peace activities. We must 
elect them to improve our chances of getting 
a responsible, sustainable Defense budget 
and a reduction of the U.S. nuclear arsenal. 

Rep. Kildee (Congressional District 8) has 
voted to reduce spending on the National 
Defense Authorization Act. He has also been 
a strong advocate for justice for the residents 

of Flint.
Rep. Tlaib (Congressional District 12) has 

voted against annual increases to spending at 
the Pentagon while her constituents suffer 
from a lack of services. She has pledged to 
advocate for the U.S. to ratify the Treaty on 
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, which 
has been ratified by 66 countries.

You can support Reps. Kildee and Tlaib by 
donating at peaceaction.org/endorsements 
and volunteering for their campaigns.
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The vast majority of American vot-
ers don’t want war with Iran. A Data 
for Progress survey showed that 
78% of respondents want the U.S. 
to use its best diplomatic tools to 
“put an immediate end to Iran’s nu-
clear weapons program.” Only 12% 
responded that the U.S. “must go to war 
with Iran in order to slow down its nuclear weapons devel-
opment.” 

It should be noted that despite the poll’s wording, the U.S. 
intelligence community and the International Atomic Ener-

gy Agency have not at this time made 
an assessment that Iran is embarking 

on a nuclear weapons program.
Even after two years of the 

Biden administration dragging its 
feet on a return to the Iran nucle-

ar agreement, Americans have little 
appetite for alternative approaches to 

resolving the issue.
Why not call Senators Gary Peters and Debbie Stabenow 

at 202-224-3121? “Please urge President Biden to get back 
into the nuclear deal with Iran soon.” 
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A short Annual Meeting of Peace Action 
of Michigan will be held during the Peace-
Builder Reception, November 13. All 
PAMI members have voice and vote. A 
donation in any amount in 2022 makes 
you a current member. 

Interested in becoming a Board mem-
ber? We usually meet the 4th Thursday at 

7:00 pm via Zoom. Contact Rev. Rich Peacock 
at 248-321-7480 or Linda Darga at 313-833-

3179. 
Remember to reserve your space at the 

PeaceBuilder Reception by mailing the 
enclosed envelope by November 4. If you 
cannot attend, your contribution will be 

appreciated.

No War with Iran! Call Senators Gary Peters & Debbie Stabenow 

Sunday, November 13 • 4:30 pm

Pleasant Ridge Community Center  

4 Ridge Road, Pleasant Ridge

Reserve your space — 

Mail enclosed envelope by Nov. 4

Peace Action of Michigan’s 
18th PeaceBuilder Celebration! 

Honoring Peace Action of Michigan’s 
PeaceBuilders!

Peace Action of Michigan 
Invites you to the 18th PeaceBuilder 

Reception honoring Kim Bergier,  
Rev. Rich Peacock and Fred Pearson

Kim Bergier is grateful that she grew up in India 
where her parents were Methodist missionaries and where 
she attended the Woodstock International School. She 
appreciated the diverse student body and the global per-
spective. 

In 1963, Kim’s family had a unique tour of Hiroshima 
with Rev. Kiyoshi Tonimoto who was one of the six survi-
vors who John Hersey interviewed for his book Hiroshima. 
Though Kim was only 12 years old, the recently built 
Hiroshima museum near ground zero made a huge impres-
sion on her. She was horrified at the pictures of the rivers 
filled with blood and bodies. She has never forgotten about 
the animals that joined the thousands of people who ran 
into the rivers to escape the heat. 

Kim might not have become an anti-nuclear activ-
ist except for another life-changing experience where 
she made her commitment to do what she could to pre-
vent a nuclear war. In 1983, she attended a conference in 
California when tensions were high between Presidents 
Reagan and Brezhnev. 

Kim wrote: “Yogi Bhajan led us in a guided meditation 
with our eyes closed. When we opened our eyes, he asked 
us to look at the person next to us in the eye and take in 
that this could be the last person we would ever see! This 
experience took me from my head into my heart! Then he 
asked us to fill out index cards to indicate what we would 
take responsibility for and commit ourselves to help pre-
vent a nuclear war.”

Dedicated to preventing nuclear war, Kim assisted with 
a U.S. and U.S.S.R. people-to-people exchange and devel-
oped her leadership skills with the Nevada County Peace 
Center. Within seven years, the County became an official 
Nuclear Free Zone. She did civil resistance and was arrest-
ed at the Nevada Test Site on Mother’s Day, 1987, along 
with 745 others. The underground testing stopped five 
years later.

When she moved to Michigan in 1999, she was hired 
by WAND, Women’s Action for New Directions. She also 
worked for the Cranbrook Peace Foundation with the 
highlight being the speech by noted historian Howard 
Zinn with 1,500 people in Cobo Hall. In addition, Kim vol-
unteered to help set up the Detroit Area Peace with Justice 
Network. 

In 2000, Kim’s sister invited her to the Oak Ridge 
Environmental Peace Alliance’s (OREPA) “August action” 
at the Y12 nuclear bomb plant in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
Then Bishop Thomas Gumbleton hired her to run the 
Michigan Stop the Nuclear Bombs Campaign (MISTNBC) 
to focus on closing the nuclear bomb plant in Oak Ridge. 
Kim recruited over 300 people to journey to OREPA’s 
action over the years, including 110 folks who went in 
2005. Longtime peace activists will remember that Sigrid 
Dale coordinated the buses for six years. 

OREPA’s Board under the powerful leadership of Ralph 
Hutchison selects a different theme each year. One of Kim’s 
favorites was: “The Bomb Started in Oak Ridge; It should 
End Here Now!” with the subtitle: “What climate change 
will do in 30 years, nuclear war can do in one afternoon.”

Kim has been a major networker and organizer for over 
Continued on page 3
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Fred Pearson, Ph.D., 
was the Director of the Center for 
Peace and Conflict Studies at Wayne 
State University for 30 years where 
he continues to teach and volunteer. 
The Center now has degree programs 
in peacemaking and has long been 
doing Conflict Resolution and Peer 
Mediation training in schools. It is the 
premier peace educational institution 
in Michigan. 

The Center has been designated as a 
Center for Dispute Resolution, both in 
theory-building and in practical work-
shops. The Center reconciled Detroit 
store owners and African-American 
residents to improve shopping con-
ditions, and was honored by Vice 
President Al Gore for bringing about 
that harmony. 

The Center bestows Community 
Peace Maker Awards, including one 
to Peace Action’s Helen Weber and 
Frank O’Donnell. Their Global Peace 
Maker Award went one year to Abigail 
Disney who made the film, “Pray the 
Devil Back to Hell.” It documented the 
Muslim-Christian women’s movement 
to bring peace to the 14-year civil war in Liberia. 

Fred has poured energy and enthusiasm into hours of 
administration for the Center. He has constantly campaigned 
to keep the Center afloat as the State of Michigan has failed 
to maintain adequate funding for higher education. Fred also 
established the Saperstein Fund, which is a major supporter 
of the Center. 

Fred has led delegations of students and teachers to the 
U.S.S.R. and Japan, including Hiroshima, to build under-
standing. He has hosted Arab students and taken them to 
learn about the American Civil Rights movement in the south 
and southwest.

Fred has administered the Lillian Genser Art Exhibit 
at Swords into Plowshares and the annual Ralph Bunche 
Institute in the summertime. Students learn conflict resolu-
tion skills and the art of diplomacy. They learn to amplify their 
voices to generate solutions to problems such as community 
and gun violence. The Center was one of five designated enti-
ties to officially celebrate Dr. Bunche’s 100th birthday in 2003. 

Fred has especially enjoyed teaching courses on 
International Politics, Middle East Relations, and Civil 
Wars — how they start, can end, and can be prevented. 
Currently, the Center’s most popular course is on human traf-
ficking where survivors have testified to such crimes. Fred’s 
students participate in pro-peace efforts locally and globally.

Fred is a recognized authority in the fields of international 
military intervention, arms transfer effects on wars, and civil 
and international conflict analysis. He has twice been a senior 
Fulbright research professor. He has been recognized at WSU 
as a Gershenson Distinguished Research Professor and as a 
Graduate Mentor of the Year. He has written six books and 
numerous scholarly articles. 

Fred has directed the Detroit Council for World Affairs, 
served on the advisory Board of the Michigan Coalition 
for Human Rights, and fostered several Rotary Club peace 
events. The last one brought together three clubs for “Taking 
Action for Peace” with students in Ann Arbor.

Dan Butts is a semi-retired psychologist, health educator, massage therapist. Dan and  
Rev. Rich Peacock are Peace Action of Michigan Board Members and co-editors of FLASH! 
Truce in Yemen sabotaged by  
$5 billion U.S. arms sales?
Yemen’s warring parties renewed an exist-
ing truce after work by the United Nations. 
But the Biden administration has approved 
over $5 billion in arms sales to Saudi Ara-
bia and the United Arab Emirates. Will 
such sales only prolong a 7-year war in 
which 300,000 have been killed, millions 
displaced, and millions more facing hun-
ger and disease in what is widely consid-
ered the world’s worst humanitarian crisis?
Nuclear Arms Treaty in danger 
The crisis over Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine spilled into the realm of nuclear 
arms control on August 8. Moscow said it 
would not support the resumption of 
inspections of its nuclear arsenal under 
the New START nuclear arms treaty 
because of travel restrictions imposed by 
the U.S. Will this last major agreement 
cutting long-range nuclear arms fall vic-
tim to the war on Ukraine?
City of Chicago passes  
exemplory peace resolution 
The City of Chicago passed a resolution 
pushed by Chicago Peace Action and oth-
ers that highlights the costs and risks of 
relying on nuclear weapons. It calls on the 
U.S. to renounce preemptive nuclear 
strikes, cancel plans to modernize nuclear 
weapons, and ratify the Treaty on the Pro-
hibition of Nuclear Weapons. Will any 
Michigan cities follow suit? 

Urgent request to reduce defense 
spending: Call your legislators! 
The 2023 defense spending bill is moving 
forward at a huge cost of $850 billion, 
which is more than requested by the Biden 
administration. The National Defense 
Authorization Act will authorize over-
spending to replace our nuclear weapons 
and missiles. Will you call Michigan’s Sen-
ators and your Representative at 202-224-
3121? Deliver the message: “Please 
remove the modernization of our nuclear 
arsenal from the 2023 Defense Act.”                    
Doctors, not drones and bombs
What if the U.S. deployed doctors, nurses, 
teachers, and engineers as quickly as we 
deploy drones, bullets, and bombs? Doc-
tors in mobile hospitals are far less expen-
sive than the current F-35 fighter jet, 
which is closing in on a $1.6 trillion price 
tag. And doctors don’t kill noncombatants 
at weddings or funerals thereby fueling 
anti-Americanism. Are we proud of van-
quishing a country with bombs, or saving 
it with bread? How do we get war out of 
America? Why not embrace works of jus-
tice and mercy? —Brad Wolf
‘I mean Ukraine’
“The result is an absence of checks and 
balances in Russia, and the decision of one 
man to launch a wholly unjustified and 
brutal invasion of Iraq. I mean, of 
Ukraine.” — Former Pres. George W. Bush 

(NBC News, May 19, 2022)    
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foreign policy leading to a just  
World Without Violence

We seek:
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INSIGHTS & BRIEFS
By Dan Butts and Rev. Rich Peacock

Prioritize Diplomacy for Ukraine 
Russia’s illegal war of aggression on Ukraine continues to kill noncombatants, and  

destroy civilian neighborhoods and infrastructure.  Over 12 million Ukrainians have 
been displaced—in comparison, Michigan’s population is about 10 million. The war is 
fostering a global economic crisis, causing increases in hunger and starvation, par-
ticularly in Africa and the Middle East, and risking a potential nuclear catastrophe.

The Ukrainian people have met Russia’s cruel invasion with inspiring bravery 
assisted by weapons from neighbors and the U.S. Ultimately, however, there is no 
military solution to such an ongoing, intractable, and complex global crisis. The U.S. 
policy should put diplomacy at the center of its Ukraine strategy.

The U.S. should make vigorous efforts to get a ceasefire and negotiated settle-
ment, engage in direct talks with Russia, and explore a new European security 
arrangement that will allow for a sovereign and independent Ukraine.  2

22 years in Michigan. She plans annual demonstrations 
on January 22 to support the Treaty on the Prohibition 
of Nuclear Weapons, which has been ratified by 66 
countries. Her ideal goal is to see the U.S. ratify the 
Treaty and the nine nuclear-armed countries actually 
dismantling their nuclear weapons.  

Rev. Rich Peacock, a native of Flint, 
began his peacemaking by marching for Open 
Housing and to end the Vietnam War at North Central 
College and Evangelical Theological Seminary in 
Naperville, Illinois. He worked with the Planning for 
People Coalition to create low and moderate housing 
in metropolitan Chicago. Over the years he has taught 
and preached on peacemaking as a central Christian 
conviction.

Rich and his wife, Jan, returned to Michigan where 
Jan taught elementary school, and Rich pastored 
United Methodist Churches in Metro Detroit for 35 
years prior to his retirement in 2008. Rich initiated two 
CROP Walks to reduce hunger locally and globally, led 
the development of a senior housing development 
in Lake Orion, was a founder of the Troy Interfaith 
Group, and led a Troy church to partner with a church 
in Monrovia, Liberia. On a visit in Liberia, when Rich 
spoke to groups of Christians and Muslims, Rich 
shared his favorite words: “Shalom/Salaam/Peace.”

Rich has chaired the statewide United Methodist 
Church Keep Making Peace Seminars and the Detroit 
area Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. annual commem-
orations. Recently, he led representatives from the 
800 Michigan United Methodist Churches to adopt a 
resolution to support the election of candidates to Congress to 
advocate for the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.

Rich received the Detroit Area United Methodist Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. “Drum Major for Justice Award” in 
2011 and Detroit’s “World Sabbath of Religious Reconciliation 
Peace Maker Award” in 2013. A scholarship has been estab-
lished in his name at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary.

Rich and Jan initiated the Dr. Jacob Sackmann Endowed 
Scholarship for Peacemaking in 2017 at North Central College 
in honor of a treasured religion professor. A former college 
president called Dr. Sackmann, “the conscience of North 
Central College.” North Central recently honored Rich and Jan 
by adding them to the Wall of Witness recognizing their efforts 
to forge peacemaking initiatives in the United Methodist 
Church and its neighborhoods.

Rich has led Peace Action of Michigan (PAMI) in many 

lobbying efforts with Michigan senators and representatives 
to reduce overspending our taxes at the Pentagon and on 
nuclear weapons. He led a coalition to lobby Senators Peters 
and Stabenow in favor of the Iran nuclear deal. He has pro-
duced the colorful FLASH! newsletters for PAMI, organized 
seminars and PeaceBuilder events, sent thousands of emails 
to PAMI members urging them to contact the president and 
congress, published letters in the Detroit Free Press, and worked 
to keep PAMI financially viable in difficult times. He regularly 
campaigns for candidates who will work for saner Pentagon 
spending.

Rich is a member of the Methodist Federation for Social 
Action and the Huntington Woods Peace, Education and 
Citizenship Steering Committee. He can be found most 
Mondays demonstrating at Woodward and 11 Mile with his 
sign, “Honk Because Black Lives Matter.”  

We Honor the 2022 PeaceBuilders
Continued from 3 
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Appetizers, Cider & Donuts 
at 4:30 pm 

Music by Julie Beutel & 
Bob O’Brien at 5:30 pm

Honor Three 
PeaceBuilders 
Kim Bergier leads the 
Michigan Stop the Nuclear 
Bombs Campaign (MSTNBC).
Rev. Rich Peacock is a 
Co-Chair of Peace Action of 
Michigan. 
Fred Pearson, Ph.D., served 
as the Director of the Center 
for Peace and Conflict Studies 
at Wayne State University for 
30 years.

Vote for Kildee & Tlaib Nov. 8

1

Representatives Dan Kildee and Rashida 
Tlaib have been endorsed by national Peace 
Action as well as Peace Action of Michigan 
because of their pro-peace activities. We must 
elect them to improve our chances of getting 
a responsible, sustainable Defense budget 
and a reduction of the U.S. nuclear arsenal. 

Rep. Kildee (Congressional District 8) has 
voted to reduce spending on the National 
Defense Authorization Act. He has also been 
a strong advocate for justice for the residents 

of Flint.
Rep. Tlaib (Congressional District 12) has 

voted against annual increases to spending at 
the Pentagon while her constituents suffer 
from a lack of services. She has pledged to 
advocate for the U.S. to ratify the Treaty on 
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, which 
has been ratified by 66 countries.

You can support Reps. Kildee and Tlaib by 
donating at peaceaction.org/endorsements 
and volunteering for their campaigns.
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The vast majority of American vot-
ers don’t want war with Iran. A Data 
for Progress survey showed that 
78% of respondents want the U.S. 
to use its best diplomatic tools to 
“put an immediate end to Iran’s nu-
clear weapons program.” Only 12% 
responded that the U.S. “must go to war 
with Iran in order to slow down its nuclear weapons devel-
opment.” 

It should be noted that despite the poll’s wording, the U.S. 
intelligence community and the International Atomic Ener-

gy Agency have not at this time made 
an assessment that Iran is embarking 

on a nuclear weapons program.
Even after two years of the 

Biden administration dragging its 
feet on a return to the Iran nucle-

ar agreement, Americans have little 
appetite for alternative approaches to 

resolving the issue.
Why not call Senators Gary Peters and Debbie Stabenow 

at 202-224-3121? “Please urge President Biden to get back 
into the nuclear deal with Iran soon.” 
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A short Annual Meeting of Peace Action 
of Michigan will be held during the Peace-
Builder Reception, November 13. All 
PAMI members have voice and vote. A 
donation in any amount in 2022 makes 
you a current member. 

Interested in becoming a Board mem-
ber? We usually meet the 4th Thursday at 

7:00 pm via Zoom. Contact Rev. Rich Peacock 
at 248-321-7480 or Linda Darga at 313-833-

3179. 
Remember to reserve your space at the 

PeaceBuilder Reception by mailing the 
enclosed envelope by November 4. If you 
cannot attend, your contribution will be 

appreciated.

No War with Iran! Call Senators Gary Peters & Debbie Stabenow 

Sunday, November 13 • 4:30 pm

Pleasant Ridge Community Center  

4 Ridge Road, Pleasant Ridge

Reserve your space — 

Mail enclosed envelope by Nov. 4

Peace Action of Michigan’s 
18th PeaceBuilder Celebration! 

Honoring Peace Action of Michigan’s 
PeaceBuilders!

Peace Action of Michigan 
Invites you to the 18th PeaceBuilder 

Reception honoring Kim Bergier,  
Rev. Rich Peacock and Fred Pearson

Kim Bergier is grateful that she grew up in India 
where her parents were Methodist missionaries and where 
she attended the Woodstock International School. She 
appreciated the diverse student body and the global per-
spective. 

In 1963, Kim’s family had a unique tour of Hiroshima 
with Rev. Kiyoshi Tonimoto who was one of the six survi-
vors who John Hersey interviewed for his book Hiroshima. 
Though Kim was only 12 years old, the recently built 
Hiroshima museum near ground zero made a huge impres-
sion on her. She was horrified at the pictures of the rivers 
filled with blood and bodies. She has never forgotten about 
the animals that joined the thousands of people who ran 
into the rivers to escape the heat. 

Kim might not have become an anti-nuclear activ-
ist except for another life-changing experience where 
she made her commitment to do what she could to pre-
vent a nuclear war. In 1983, she attended a conference in 
California when tensions were high between Presidents 
Reagan and Brezhnev. 

Kim wrote: “Yogi Bhajan led us in a guided meditation 
with our eyes closed. When we opened our eyes, he asked 
us to look at the person next to us in the eye and take in 
that this could be the last person we would ever see! This 
experience took me from my head into my heart! Then he 
asked us to fill out index cards to indicate what we would 
take responsibility for and commit ourselves to help pre-
vent a nuclear war.”

Dedicated to preventing nuclear war, Kim assisted with 
a U.S. and U.S.S.R. people-to-people exchange and devel-
oped her leadership skills with the Nevada County Peace 
Center. Within seven years, the County became an official 
Nuclear Free Zone. She did civil resistance and was arrest-
ed at the Nevada Test Site on Mother’s Day, 1987, along 
with 745 others. The underground testing stopped five 
years later.

When she moved to Michigan in 1999, she was hired 
by WAND, Women’s Action for New Directions. She also 
worked for the Cranbrook Peace Foundation with the 
highlight being the speech by noted historian Howard 
Zinn with 1,500 people in Cobo Hall. In addition, Kim vol-
unteered to help set up the Detroit Area Peace with Justice 
Network. 

In 2000, Kim’s sister invited her to the Oak Ridge 
Environmental Peace Alliance’s (OREPA) “August action” 
at the Y12 nuclear bomb plant in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
Then Bishop Thomas Gumbleton hired her to run the 
Michigan Stop the Nuclear Bombs Campaign (MISTNBC) 
to focus on closing the nuclear bomb plant in Oak Ridge. 
Kim recruited over 300 people to journey to OREPA’s 
action over the years, including 110 folks who went in 
2005. Longtime peace activists will remember that Sigrid 
Dale coordinated the buses for six years. 

OREPA’s Board under the powerful leadership of Ralph 
Hutchison selects a different theme each year. One of Kim’s 
favorites was: “The Bomb Started in Oak Ridge; It should 
End Here Now!” with the subtitle: “What climate change 
will do in 30 years, nuclear war can do in one afternoon.”

Kim has been a major networker and organizer for over 
Continued on page 3
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Fred Pearson, Ph.D., 
was the Director of the Center for 
Peace and Conflict Studies at Wayne 
State University for 30 years where 
he continues to teach and volunteer. 
The Center now has degree programs 
in peacemaking and has long been 
doing Conflict Resolution and Peer 
Mediation training in schools. It is the 
premier peace educational institution 
in Michigan. 

The Center has been designated as a 
Center for Dispute Resolution, both in 
theory-building and in practical work-
shops. The Center reconciled Detroit 
store owners and African-American 
residents to improve shopping con-
ditions, and was honored by Vice 
President Al Gore for bringing about 
that harmony. 

The Center bestows Community 
Peace Maker Awards, including one 
to Peace Action’s Helen Weber and 
Frank O’Donnell. Their Global Peace 
Maker Award went one year to Abigail 
Disney who made the film, “Pray the 
Devil Back to Hell.” It documented the 
Muslim-Christian women’s movement 
to bring peace to the 14-year civil war in Liberia. 

Fred has poured energy and enthusiasm into hours of 
administration for the Center. He has constantly campaigned 
to keep the Center afloat as the State of Michigan has failed 
to maintain adequate funding for higher education. Fred also 
established the Saperstein Fund, which is a major supporter 
of the Center. 

Fred has led delegations of students and teachers to the 
U.S.S.R. and Japan, including Hiroshima, to build under-
standing. He has hosted Arab students and taken them to 
learn about the American Civil Rights movement in the south 
and southwest.

Fred has administered the Lillian Genser Art Exhibit 
at Swords into Plowshares and the annual Ralph Bunche 
Institute in the summertime. Students learn conflict resolu-
tion skills and the art of diplomacy. They learn to amplify their 
voices to generate solutions to problems such as community 
and gun violence. The Center was one of five designated enti-
ties to officially celebrate Dr. Bunche’s 100th birthday in 2003. 

Fred has especially enjoyed teaching courses on 
International Politics, Middle East Relations, and Civil 
Wars — how they start, can end, and can be prevented. 
Currently, the Center’s most popular course is on human traf-
ficking where survivors have testified to such crimes. Fred’s 
students participate in pro-peace efforts locally and globally.

Fred is a recognized authority in the fields of international 
military intervention, arms transfer effects on wars, and civil 
and international conflict analysis. He has twice been a senior 
Fulbright research professor. He has been recognized at WSU 
as a Gershenson Distinguished Research Professor and as a 
Graduate Mentor of the Year. He has written six books and 
numerous scholarly articles. 

Fred has directed the Detroit Council for World Affairs, 
served on the advisory Board of the Michigan Coalition 
for Human Rights, and fostered several Rotary Club peace 
events. The last one brought together three clubs for “Taking 
Action for Peace” with students in Ann Arbor.

Dan Butts is a semi-retired psychologist, health educator, massage therapist. Dan and  
Rev. Rich Peacock are Peace Action of Michigan Board Members and co-editors of FLASH! 
Truce in Yemen sabotaged by  
$5 billion U.S. arms sales?
Yemen’s warring parties renewed an exist-
ing truce after work by the United Nations. 
But the Biden administration has approved 
over $5 billion in arms sales to Saudi Ara-
bia and the United Arab Emirates. Will 
such sales only prolong a 7-year war in 
which 300,000 have been killed, millions 
displaced, and millions more facing hun-
ger and disease in what is widely consid-
ered the world’s worst humanitarian crisis?
Nuclear Arms Treaty in danger 
The crisis over Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine spilled into the realm of nuclear 
arms control on August 8. Moscow said it 
would not support the resumption of 
inspections of its nuclear arsenal under 
the New START nuclear arms treaty 
because of travel restrictions imposed by 
the U.S. Will this last major agreement 
cutting long-range nuclear arms fall vic-
tim to the war on Ukraine?
City of Chicago passes  
exemplory peace resolution 
The City of Chicago passed a resolution 
pushed by Chicago Peace Action and oth-
ers that highlights the costs and risks of 
relying on nuclear weapons. It calls on the 
U.S. to renounce preemptive nuclear 
strikes, cancel plans to modernize nuclear 
weapons, and ratify the Treaty on the Pro-
hibition of Nuclear Weapons. Will any 
Michigan cities follow suit? 

Urgent request to reduce defense 
spending: Call your legislators! 
The 2023 defense spending bill is moving 
forward at a huge cost of $850 billion, 
which is more than requested by the Biden 
administration. The National Defense 
Authorization Act will authorize over-
spending to replace our nuclear weapons 
and missiles. Will you call Michigan’s Sen-
ators and your Representative at 202-224-
3121? Deliver the message: “Please 
remove the modernization of our nuclear 
arsenal from the 2023 Defense Act.”                    
Doctors, not drones and bombs
What if the U.S. deployed doctors, nurses, 
teachers, and engineers as quickly as we 
deploy drones, bullets, and bombs? Doc-
tors in mobile hospitals are far less expen-
sive than the current F-35 fighter jet, 
which is closing in on a $1.6 trillion price 
tag. And doctors don’t kill noncombatants 
at weddings or funerals thereby fueling 
anti-Americanism. Are we proud of van-
quishing a country with bombs, or saving 
it with bread? How do we get war out of 
America? Why not embrace works of jus-
tice and mercy? —Brad Wolf
‘I mean Ukraine’
“The result is an absence of checks and 
balances in Russia, and the decision of one 
man to launch a wholly unjustified and 
brutal invasion of Iraq. I mean, of 
Ukraine.” — Former Pres. George W. Bush 

(NBC News, May 19, 2022)    
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World Without Violence
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• A demilitarized, sustainable 

economy
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• Diplomatic resolutions to  
global conflict
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INSIGHTS & BRIEFS
By Dan Butts and Rev. Rich Peacock

Prioritize Diplomacy for Ukraine 
Russia’s illegal war of aggression on Ukraine continues to kill noncombatants, and  

destroy civilian neighborhoods and infrastructure.  Over 12 million Ukrainians have 
been displaced—in comparison, Michigan’s population is about 10 million. The war is 
fostering a global economic crisis, causing increases in hunger and starvation, par-
ticularly in Africa and the Middle East, and risking a potential nuclear catastrophe.

The Ukrainian people have met Russia’s cruel invasion with inspiring bravery 
assisted by weapons from neighbors and the U.S. Ultimately, however, there is no 
military solution to such an ongoing, intractable, and complex global crisis. The U.S. 
policy should put diplomacy at the center of its Ukraine strategy.

The U.S. should make vigorous efforts to get a ceasefire and negotiated settle-
ment, engage in direct talks with Russia, and explore a new European security 
arrangement that will allow for a sovereign and independent Ukraine.  2

22 years in Michigan. She plans annual demonstrations 
on January 22 to support the Treaty on the Prohibition 
of Nuclear Weapons, which has been ratified by 66 
countries. Her ideal goal is to see the U.S. ratify the 
Treaty and the nine nuclear-armed countries actually 
dismantling their nuclear weapons.  

Rev. Rich Peacock, a native of Flint, 
began his peacemaking by marching for Open 
Housing and to end the Vietnam War at North Central 
College and Evangelical Theological Seminary in 
Naperville, Illinois. He worked with the Planning for 
People Coalition to create low and moderate housing 
in metropolitan Chicago. Over the years he has taught 
and preached on peacemaking as a central Christian 
conviction.

Rich and his wife, Jan, returned to Michigan where 
Jan taught elementary school, and Rich pastored 
United Methodist Churches in Metro Detroit for 35 
years prior to his retirement in 2008. Rich initiated two 
CROP Walks to reduce hunger locally and globally, led 
the development of a senior housing development 
in Lake Orion, was a founder of the Troy Interfaith 
Group, and led a Troy church to partner with a church 
in Monrovia, Liberia. On a visit in Liberia, when Rich 
spoke to groups of Christians and Muslims, Rich 
shared his favorite words: “Shalom/Salaam/Peace.”

Rich has chaired the statewide United Methodist 
Church Keep Making Peace Seminars and the Detroit 
area Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. annual commem-
orations. Recently, he led representatives from the 
800 Michigan United Methodist Churches to adopt a 
resolution to support the election of candidates to Congress to 
advocate for the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.

Rich received the Detroit Area United Methodist Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. “Drum Major for Justice Award” in 
2011 and Detroit’s “World Sabbath of Religious Reconciliation 
Peace Maker Award” in 2013. A scholarship has been estab-
lished in his name at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary.

Rich and Jan initiated the Dr. Jacob Sackmann Endowed 
Scholarship for Peacemaking in 2017 at North Central College 
in honor of a treasured religion professor. A former college 
president called Dr. Sackmann, “the conscience of North 
Central College.” North Central recently honored Rich and Jan 
by adding them to the Wall of Witness recognizing their efforts 
to forge peacemaking initiatives in the United Methodist 
Church and its neighborhoods.

Rich has led Peace Action of Michigan (PAMI) in many 

lobbying efforts with Michigan senators and representatives 
to reduce overspending our taxes at the Pentagon and on 
nuclear weapons. He led a coalition to lobby Senators Peters 
and Stabenow in favor of the Iran nuclear deal. He has pro-
duced the colorful FLASH! newsletters for PAMI, organized 
seminars and PeaceBuilder events, sent thousands of emails 
to PAMI members urging them to contact the president and 
congress, published letters in the Detroit Free Press, and worked 
to keep PAMI financially viable in difficult times. He regularly 
campaigns for candidates who will work for saner Pentagon 
spending.

Rich is a member of the Methodist Federation for Social 
Action and the Huntington Woods Peace, Education and 
Citizenship Steering Committee. He can be found most 
Mondays demonstrating at Woodward and 11 Mile with his 
sign, “Honk Because Black Lives Matter.”  

We Honor the 2022 PeaceBuilders
Continued from 3 
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If you want peace, you don’t talk to your friends. You talk to your enemies.
— Desmond Tutu3 ’’‘‘
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Appetizers, Cider & Donuts 
at 4:30 pm 

Music by Julie Beutel & 
Bob O’Brien at 5:30 pm

Honor Three 
PeaceBuilders 
Kim Bergier leads the 
Michigan Stop the Nuclear 
Bombs Campaign (MSTNBC).
Rev. Rich Peacock is a 
Co-Chair of Peace Action of 
Michigan. 
Fred Pearson, Ph.D., served 
as the Director of the Center 
for Peace and Conflict Studies 
at Wayne State University for 
30 years.

Vote for Kildee & Tlaib Nov. 8

1

Representatives Dan Kildee and Rashida 
Tlaib have been endorsed by national Peace 
Action as well as Peace Action of Michigan 
because of their pro-peace activities. We must 
elect them to improve our chances of getting 
a responsible, sustainable Defense budget 
and a reduction of the U.S. nuclear arsenal. 

Rep. Kildee (Congressional District 8) has 
voted to reduce spending on the National 
Defense Authorization Act. He has also been 
a strong advocate for justice for the residents 

of Flint.
Rep. Tlaib (Congressional District 12) has 

voted against annual increases to spending at 
the Pentagon while her constituents suffer 
from a lack of services. She has pledged to 
advocate for the U.S. to ratify the Treaty on 
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, which 
has been ratified by 66 countries.

You can support Reps. Kildee and Tlaib by 
donating at peaceaction.org/endorsements 
and volunteering for their campaigns.
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The vast majority of American vot-
ers don’t want war with Iran. A Data 
for Progress survey showed that 
78% of respondents want the U.S. 
to use its best diplomatic tools to 
“put an immediate end to Iran’s nu-
clear weapons program.” Only 12% 
responded that the U.S. “must go to war 
with Iran in order to slow down its nuclear weapons devel-
opment.” 

It should be noted that despite the poll’s wording, the U.S. 
intelligence community and the International Atomic Ener-

gy Agency have not at this time made 
an assessment that Iran is embarking 

on a nuclear weapons program.
Even after two years of the 

Biden administration dragging its 
feet on a return to the Iran nucle-

ar agreement, Americans have little 
appetite for alternative approaches to 

resolving the issue.
Why not call Senators Gary Peters and Debbie Stabenow 

at 202-224-3121? “Please urge President Biden to get back 
into the nuclear deal with Iran soon.” 
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PAMI Annual Meeting Nov. 13 at PeaceBuilder event

VISIT US ONLINE:
Michigan: www.peaceactionmich.org
National: www.peaceaction.org
Facebook: Peace Action of Michigan

FLASH DELIVERY
Let us know if you prefer receiving  
our newsletter via email. 

CONTACT US:  
Email: peaceactionfinance@gmail.com

Order “Save America's Postal Service” stickers at peacebuttons.info

A short Annual Meeting of Peace Action 
of Michigan will be held during the Peace-
Builder Reception, November 13. All 
PAMI members have voice and vote. A 
donation in any amount in 2022 makes 
you a current member. 

Interested in becoming a Board mem-
ber? We usually meet the 4th Thursday at 

7:00 pm via Zoom. Contact Rev. Rich Peacock 
at 248-321-7480 or Linda Darga at 313-833-

3179. 
Remember to reserve your space at the 

PeaceBuilder Reception by mailing the 
enclosed envelope by November 4. If you 
cannot attend, your contribution will be 

appreciated.

No War with Iran! Call Senators Gary Peters & Debbie Stabenow 

Sunday, November 13 • 4:30 pm

Pleasant Ridge Community Center  

4 Ridge Road, Pleasant Ridge

Reserve your space — 

Mail enclosed envelope by Nov. 4

Peace Action of Michigan’s 
18th PeaceBuilder Celebration! 

Honoring Peace Action of Michigan’s 
PeaceBuilders!

Peace Action of Michigan 
Invites you to the 18th PeaceBuilder 

Reception honoring Kim Bergier,  
Rev. Rich Peacock and Fred Pearson

Kim Bergier is grateful that she grew up in India 
where her parents were Methodist missionaries and where 
she attended the Woodstock International School. She 
appreciated the diverse student body and the global per-
spective. 

In 1963, Kim’s family had a unique tour of Hiroshima 
with Rev. Kiyoshi Tonimoto who was one of the six survi-
vors who John Hersey interviewed for his book Hiroshima. 
Though Kim was only 12 years old, the recently built 
Hiroshima museum near ground zero made a huge impres-
sion on her. She was horrified at the pictures of the rivers 
filled with blood and bodies. She has never forgotten about 
the animals that joined the thousands of people who ran 
into the rivers to escape the heat. 

Kim might not have become an anti-nuclear activ-
ist except for another life-changing experience where 
she made her commitment to do what she could to pre-
vent a nuclear war. In 1983, she attended a conference in 
California when tensions were high between Presidents 
Reagan and Brezhnev. 

Kim wrote: “Yogi Bhajan led us in a guided meditation 
with our eyes closed. When we opened our eyes, he asked 
us to look at the person next to us in the eye and take in 
that this could be the last person we would ever see! This 
experience took me from my head into my heart! Then he 
asked us to fill out index cards to indicate what we would 
take responsibility for and commit ourselves to help pre-
vent a nuclear war.”

Dedicated to preventing nuclear war, Kim assisted with 
a U.S. and U.S.S.R. people-to-people exchange and devel-
oped her leadership skills with the Nevada County Peace 
Center. Within seven years, the County became an official 
Nuclear Free Zone. She did civil resistance and was arrest-
ed at the Nevada Test Site on Mother’s Day, 1987, along 
with 745 others. The underground testing stopped five 
years later.

When she moved to Michigan in 1999, she was hired 
by WAND, Women’s Action for New Directions. She also 
worked for the Cranbrook Peace Foundation with the 
highlight being the speech by noted historian Howard 
Zinn with 1,500 people in Cobo Hall. In addition, Kim vol-
unteered to help set up the Detroit Area Peace with Justice 
Network. 

In 2000, Kim’s sister invited her to the Oak Ridge 
Environmental Peace Alliance’s (OREPA) “August action” 
at the Y12 nuclear bomb plant in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
Then Bishop Thomas Gumbleton hired her to run the 
Michigan Stop the Nuclear Bombs Campaign (MISTNBC) 
to focus on closing the nuclear bomb plant in Oak Ridge. 
Kim recruited over 300 people to journey to OREPA’s 
action over the years, including 110 folks who went in 
2005. Longtime peace activists will remember that Sigrid 
Dale coordinated the buses for six years. 

OREPA’s Board under the powerful leadership of Ralph 
Hutchison selects a different theme each year. One of Kim’s 
favorites was: “The Bomb Started in Oak Ridge; It should 
End Here Now!” with the subtitle: “What climate change 
will do in 30 years, nuclear war can do in one afternoon.”

Kim has been a major networker and organizer for over 
Continued on page 3
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