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Commemorating Hiroshima
A Virtual Event on Zoom
Saturday, August 6, 7:30 pm 
With Jim Rine, Ph.D., Veterans for Peace                                                                                                                 

The Fallacy of 
Prepping for Nuclear War  
But Not Climate Catastrophe
To be sure you get your Zoom invitation, send your 
email address to: peaceactionfinance@gmail.com

Peace Action is proud to present Jim Rine, a retired research 
geologist and adjunct professor in the Department of 

Environmental Science and Geology at Wayne State 
University. He is a member of the Climate Crisis & 

Militarism Project of Veterans For Peace 
(veteransforpeace.org/take-act ion/

climatecrisis ).
Jim served in the Army in West 

Germany, 1970-73. He joined the VFP 
in Houston in 2005 to protest the U.S. 

war in Iraq. He returned to his hometown of 
Detroit in 2016 and has researched the 

connections between the dangers of nuclear 
and climate catastrophes.

Veterans For Peace Climate Crisis and 
Militarism Project is part of the worldwide 

movement to end the climate crisis and 
promote climate, environmental, racial, and 
economic justice. Our emphasis focuses on 

how U.S. militarism, the single largest 
institutional source of greenhouse gasses on 

the planet, fuels the climate crisis.
— Veteransforpeace.org

To receive your Zoom link, send your email to

peaceactionfinance@gmail.com
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AMERICANS KNOW nuclear weapons do not make us 
safer. A 2020 Chicago Council Survey poll found that two-
thirds of Americans believe that no country should be 
allowed to have nuclear weapons, including majorities of 
Democrats (78%), Republicans (54%), and Independents 
(64%). A 2019 Re Think Media Poll found that 80% of 

Democrats and 64% of Republicans support bipartisan 
cooperation to “reduce the number of nuclear weapons in 
the world.” Additionally, 79% of Americans are concerned 
about the president’s “sole authority” to launch a nuclear 
strike. Of the 79%, 71% see a No-First-Use policy as a 
practical remedy.
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Dan Butts a semi-retired psychologist, health educator, massage therapist. Dan and Rev. 
Rich Peacock are both Peace Action of Michigan Board Members and co-editors of FLASH! 

Why Commemorate Hiroshima?
Peace Action of Michigan annually 
remembers the atomic bombings 

of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945 
because 200,000 people (the population 
of Grand Rapids today) died horrible 
deaths instantly or within five months. 
Every generation worldwide should know 
about the widespread deadliness of those 
first two atomic bombs. And those bombs 
were puny in contrast to the 13,000 
nuclear warheads in the world today.

We commemorate Hiroshima 
because George Santayana was 

right: “Those who cannot remember the 
past are condemned to repeat it.” Some 
graffiti puts it this way: “History doesn’t 
repeat itself but men can make the same 
mistake twice.”        

The nuclear arsenal of today’s 
United Kingdom submarines can 

cause more explosive destruction than 
took place during all of World War II. 
And that pales in comparison to the 
destructive power of the ten U.S. 
submarines that are usually on patrol. 

“Nuclear weapons merit unequivo-
cal and unhesitating condemna-

tion. Those are doomsday arms — geno-
cidal, ecocidal, and suicidal.” 

—Rev. Dr. William Sloane Coffin, Jr.

President Putin’s nuclear threats 
over Ukraine and President 

Biden’s dispatch of several more nuclear- 
capable bombers and fighter jets overseas 

magnify the urgency of making peace in 
Ukraine and banning the bomb. 

As long as nuclear weapons exist, 
there will be temptations to use 

them.

The production of nuclear war-
heads, and the missiles to deliver 

them, requires unnecessary taxation on 
Americans. Peace Action campaigns to 
“Move the Money” to mitigate climate 
change and poverty locally and globally.

“What will be the ultimate value of 
having established social justice in 

a context where all people, Negro and 
White, are merely free to face destruction 
by strontium-90 or nuclear war?” –Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

The horror of Hiroshima adds 
urgency to reviving the Iran nucle-

ar deal and ratifying the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, which 
60 nations have done.

We also recall that citizens have 
prevented the use of nuclear weap-

ons. The fear of public disdain for nuclear 
weapons limited President Kennedy 
during the Cuban missile crisis. President 
Nixon complained bitterly that, had he 
used nuclear weapons in Vietnam, the 
resulting domestic uproar would have 
damaged U.S. foreign policy on all fronts.                                                                                                                                         

Those are our ten top reasons for joining 
the Hiroshima Commemoration on 
August 6. We hope to see you on Zoom! 
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OUR MISSION
Peace Action of Michigan is a 

democratic, grassroots movement 
organizing locally to achieve a new 

foreign policy leading to a just  
World Without Violence

We seek:
• A demilitarized, sustainable 

economy

• The abolition of nuclear and other 
weapons of mass destruction

• Diplomatic resolutions to  
global conflict

Your Email Needed
Join our email list to receive  

Action Alerts and Peace Action 
FLASH digitally. Email  

peaceactionfinance@gmail.com

INSIGHTS & BRIEFS
By Dan Butts and Rev. Rich Peacock

Action Alerts 
Peace Action (national) mails Action Alerts so you can contact the President 

and Congress to advocate for legislation that stops warring or promotes peace. 
Go to peaceaction.org and use the drop down menu, “To Get Involved.” Peace 

Demands Action! Refer also to peaceactionmich.org.

PAMI Membership 
A contribution in any amount makes you a 2022 member of Peace Action of 

Michigan. Use the enclosed envelope or go to peaceactionmich.org and use the 
drop down menu, “Donate.”

http://mailto:peacemichigan@gmail.com
http://peaceaction.org
http://peaceactionmich.org
http://peaceactionmich.org
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Vote for Levin & Tlaib August 2
Representatives Andy Levin and Rashida Tlaib 

have been endorsed by Peace Action and Peace 
Action of Michigan (PAMI). In addition, the Council 
for a Livable World has endorsed Levin:

“While his primary opponent consistently votes 
for our ever-expanding military budget and takes 
a hawkish view on foreign policy, Rep. Levin has 
written, ‘I cannot support ever-increasing military 
spending in the face of so much human need across 
our country. The bloat in military involves not wages 
and benefits for our troops but unnecessary weapons 
systems, nuclear expansionism, and waste, fraud and 
abuse.’” So, Levin voted against the 2023 Pentagon 
budget.

Rep. Tlaib also voted, “Nay,” on the ’23 Pentagon 
budget. She votes against, “…stamping annual increas-
es to our bloated military budget — especially while our own 
communities are struggling to get by.” She has pledged to advo-
cate for the United States to ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons, which has been signed by 60 nations.

PAMI says now is the time to vote for Reps. Levin and Tlaib 
because if they don’t win on August 2, they won’t even be on the 
ballot in November. So, take some friends to the polls on Tuesday, 
August 2 and vote to re-elect Reps. Levin and Tlaib.  

Photo of Pres. Biden: Adam
 Schultz, flickr.com

/photos/bidenforpresident/50045735127 of Bid

Ukraine = No Excuse for Nukes
Russia has hinted strongly about using nuclear weapons in 

its aggressive war on Ukraine. U.S. pundits have suggested that 
President Putin could fire nukes if he feels cornered. The U.S. has 
sent more bombers and F-35 fighter jets, both of which can drop 
nuclear bombs, to Great Britain.                                                                                                              

Russian scaremongering about nuclear war is triggering more 
discussion and more information in the U.S. about building a 
new generation of doomsday nukes. The U.S. Air Force plans to 
increase spending our taxes on the new Sentinel Intercontinental 
Ballistic Missile. It is destined to replace the 400 Minuteman III 
ICBMs out west.                                                          

The Air Force also wants 
to spend billions next year 
on the B-21 bomber, called 
the Raider. According to the 
Air Force Chief of Staff, the 
Raider is a penetrating bomb-
er that can, “strike and target, 
anytime, anywhere, even in 
the most contested environ-
ment.”      

The resulting problem is that those modernizations spur a 
nuclear arms building race with Russia, China, Iran, and North 
Korea.                                                                              

How about pausing your reading and calling Senators Gary 
Peters and Debbie Stabenow at 202-224-3121. Deliver your mes-
sage: “Ukraine is no excuse for building the new Sentinel ICBMs 
and the B-21 Raider bombers.” 

For the most recent news on ending the war in Ukraine, go to 
peaceactionmich.org

Grading 
Biden’s NPR

When President Joe Biden 
publishes his Nuclear Posture 
Review (NPR), he may not get 
a passing grade. The NPR will 
probably fail to declare that the 
U.S. will not use nuclear weap-
ons first. Biden is forecasted to 

back off what he said as a candidate: “The sole purpose 
of the U.S. nuclear arsenal should be deterring — and if 
necessary, retaliating against a nuclear attack.”                                                                      

The NPR will probably not make a “no-first-use” 
pledge to reduce the likelihood that a crisis like Ukraine 
or any conventional conflict will escalate to a nuclear war. 
No-first-use is an essential step to nuclear disarmament 
and avoiding the start of a nuclear nightmare.   

The NPR, a legally required quadrennial report, should 
stop granting the sole authority to fire nuclear weapons 
to one person, the U.S. president. One or more additional 
officials should have to agree with the president. Giving 
the sole authority to launch nuclear weapons to any single 
president, whether a Democrat or a Republican, is unwise.                                     

Pres. Biden should cut the number of deployed nucle-
ar weapons from about 1,500 to 1,000. Pres. Obama 
announced in 2013, after a Pentagon report, that the U.S. 
could maintain our security while reducing its arsenal to 
about 1,000 weapons, even if Russia did not follow suit.

Call  Senators Gary Peters 
and Debbie Stabenow at 
202-224-3121. Deliver 

your message: “Ukraine is 
no excuse for building the 

new Sentinel ICBMs and 
the B-21 Raider bombers.

F-

http://peaceactionmich.org


That’s what climate activist Greta Thunberg 
(right) tweeted in response to the U.S., Russia, 
China, the U.K., and France affirming that, “a nucle-
ar war cannot be won and must never be fought.”

None of those five countries, nor any of the other four 
nuclear powers, have signed the Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons like 60 other countries have done.

The five are always prepared to start a nuclear war and 
are spending billions on modernizing their nuclear arsenals.

The U.S. is spending $1.7 trillion of our tax dollars over 
30 years on warheads, missiles, plants, and laboratories. The 
U.S. already has close to 1,500 warheads deployed and ready 

to be fired. 
Russia also has some 1,500 warheads that can 

be fired and is developing two new types of ICBMs, 
including the road-mobile Rubezh.

China is increasing its nuclear arsenal from some 300 to 
700 warheads by 2027 and to 1,000 by 2030. 

Nuclear powers need to “walk the talk.” Peace Action of 
Michigan members need to contact their members of Con-
gress at 202-224-3121. Express your concern: “We cannot 
afford modernizing our entire nuclear arsenal. President 
Biden said a nuclear war cannot be won and must never be 
fought. So there is no need for more nuclear weapons.”

‘Blah, Blah, Blah’
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Profiteers from Armageddon

VISIT US ONLINE:
Michigan: www.peaceactionmich.org
National: www.peaceaction.org
Facebook: Peace Action of Michigan

FLASH DELIVERY
Let us know if you prefer receiving  
our newsletter via email. 

CONTACT US:  
Email: peaceactionfinance@gmail.com

Order “Save America's Postal Service” stickers at peacebuttons.info

William Hartung, Center for Interna-
tional Policy, has identified the prime U.S. 
contractors profiting from building the new 
nuclear-armed bombers, missiles, and sub-
marines.

Bechtel, General Dynamics, Honeywell, 
Lockheed Martin, Northrop Grumman, 
and Raytheon are the main recipients of our 
taxes for producing the nuclear weapons that 
could spell the end of humanity. Are any of 
them in your stock portfolio? 

Those builders of doomsday weapons 

spend millions lobbying members of 
Congress to modernize our nuclear arsenal. 
They employed 380 lobbyists in 2020, over 
two-thirds of whom passed through the top 
positions in Congress, the Pentagon, and the 
Department of Energy on their way to work 
for nuclear weapons contractors. 

Military-industrial contractors are some 
of the biggest contributors to candidates 
for Congress. Are Michigan’s Senators and 
Representatives accepting their campaign 
contributions?

Photo of Thunberg: CC
-BY-4.0: ©
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