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Nuclear Abolition: Two Invitations

On Zoom: Building Public Pressure for

Nuclear Abolition

Join the Zoom on Thursday, January 22 at
7 pm. “Building Public Pressure for Nuclear Abolition.”
Hear about the new, practical book, Nuclear Abolition: A
Scenario by Timmon Wallis. To be sure you get the Zoom,
email rjpeacock@wowway.com .

On the Streets: Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons Fifth Anniversary

Join the demonstration on Sunday, January 25
at 2 pm at Ferndale First United Methodist Church, 22331
Woodward, south of Nine Mile on the west side. We have the
signs to celebrate the fifth anniversary of the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). When we get
cold, we will go inside for discussion and advocacy.

The TPNW has been ratified by 73 countries since Janu-
ary 22, 2021. Nuclear weapons are now illegal as well as
immoral, suicidal, and ecocidal. We want members of Con-
gress to sign the pledge to advocate for the TPNW as Repre-
sentative Rashid Tlaib has done.

When Beatrice Finn accepted the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize
on behalf of the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons (ICAN), she asked, “The story of nuclear weapons
will have an ending, and it is up to us what that ending will
be. Will it be the end of nuclear weapons, or will it be the end
of us?”
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The story of nuclear weapons will have an ending, and it is up to us
what that ending will be. Will it be the end of nuclear weapons,
or will it be the end of us? — Beatrice Finn, 2017

Match the Match: Your Year-End Gift is Essential!

The 13 members of the Peace Action of Michigan Board of
Directors will contribute up to $3,635 to match the year-end gifts
by everyone else. Use the enclosed response envelope or go to
www.peaceactionmich.org and click on Donate.

The 13 directors are committed to publishing these FLASH! newsletters
four times a year to send to almost 1,700 households. We believe the infor-
mation is valuable and can equip folks to act to secure a more peaceful and
just world. That’s one very important reason for you to make your year-end
donation. We thank you!
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OUR MISSION
Peace Action of Michigan is a

democratic, grassroots movement

organizing locally to achieve a new
foreign policy leading to a just
World Without Violence
We seek:

* A demilitarized, sustainable

economy

* The abolition of nuclear and other
weapons of mass destruction

* Diplomatic resolutions to
global conflict
Your Email Needed

Join our email list to receive
Action Alerts and Peace Action
FLASH digitally. Email
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INSIGHTS & BRIEFS

By Dan Butts

Dan Butts is a semi-retired psychologist, health educator, and massage therapist.

He is a Peace Action of Michigan Board Member.

Demanding Answers
Members of the Congressional Nuclear
Weapons and Arms Control Working
Group sent a letter to Secretary of State
Marco Rubio on September 24 demanding
answers and expressing their concern over
recent firings of senior career nuclear
experts at the Department of State. They
wrote: “In diplomacy — perhaps more
than in any other domain — expertise,
institutional memory, and trusted rela-
tionships are irreplaceable.”

—Council for a Livable World, 9-27-25
Artificial Intelligence
The U.S. plans to spend $1.7 trillion to
modernize its nuclear forces over the next
30 years with Al set to play a major role in
the effort.

—Council for a Livable World, 8-17-25
University of Michigan
The U. of M. is building a $1.2 billion data
center with Los Alamos National Labora-

tories to enforce nuclear weapon supremacy.
—From an internet acquaintance

China
China’s September 3 military parade was
its most explicit nuclear showcase in years,
unveiling both its nuclear triad and a new
intercontinental ballistic missile, the
DF-61.

—Council for a Livable World, 9-27-25

North Korea
In early September, Kim Jong Un personal-
ly inspected a new missile production line
to boost output of “advance” delivery sys-
tems. He declared that North Korea’s
nuclear weapons status is “irreversible,”
brushing aside any suggestion of future
disarmament talks.

—Council for a Livable World, 9-27-25

Note the common dangerous theme:
The U.S., China, and North Korea are all
investing heavily in nuclear weapons.

A Scenario for Ukraine

In order to develop a
peace settlement to the
Russian-Ukrainian War, the
U.S. must propose a scenario.
A ceasefire is unlikely unless
the outlines of a peace
settlement are first reached.

Here is a possible scenario
based on information from
the Quincy Institute for

Responsible Statecraft:

e Ukraine will not join NATO but
applies to the European Union.

o Russia accepts a Western-armed
Ukrainian military force to deter any
new invasion of Ukraine by Russia.

e Ukraine and Russia accept a
ceasefire along the current territorial
battle lines. The human rights of
Russians in Ukraine are supported.

e There is a United Nations
peacekeeping force drawn from
neutral Global South countries.

¢ The United Nations operates a
comprehensive reconstruction fund
for Ukraine and the Russian-held
areas of Ukraine.

e The U.S.,, Russia, and NATO create
new security policies.
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Nuclear Weapons: The Basics

What can | do right now? Advocate for President

Trump to take up President Putin’s offer to observe the
New START limits of 1550 strategic warheads and 700
launchers for a year past the treaty’s February 5, 2026 expira-
tion date.

Since Senators Gary Peters and Elissa Slotkin could be key to
the extension, send the following email to them at
www.peters.senate.gov and www.slotkin.senate.gov .

Subject: Observe New START for Another Year

o Please tell President Trump to agree to President
Putin’s offer to observe the New START limits for
another year.

o Please speak publicly to support maintaining the
limits on Russian and U.S. nuclear arsenals.

o DPlease cosponsor S. Res. 61 and S. Res. 323 in support
of diplomacy.

How dangerous are nuclear weapons?

Besides causing the deaths of millions upon the explo-
sions of nuclear weapons, the enormous fires will send huge
amounts of soot into the atmosphere. Those dark clouds will
block the sun, lower the temperatures around the globe, and
harm food production, leading to a famine called, “the
nuclear winter” The earth could even look like a “snowball.”

“As physicians and health workers, we must educate our com-
munities that there is no adequate medical or humanitarian
response to the use of nuclear weapons. Prevention is the
only cure” —Robert Dodge

How could a nuclear war start?

A North Korean leader could believe that a nuclear
attack by the U.S. on North Korean missiles is imminent. So,
before their nukes could be destroyed, the leader would fire oft
nuclear-armed missiles against the U.S.

Or, a U.S. leader could think that a nuclear attack by North
Korea is imminent and decide to pre-empt it by firing nukes.
The flying time between the two countries is only 33 minutes.
No time for rational thinking or diplomacy.

What does the

2021 Treaty on
the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons
(TPNW) do?
The TPNW makes nuclear
weapons illegal. It bans all
activities having to do with
nuclear weapons including
developing, storing, build-

ing, transferring, using, or
even threatening to use them. A global majority of 99 coun-
tries have taken some legal action to join the TPNW.
Seventy-three of those nations have ratified the TPNW.

What is the thesis of Timmon Wallis’ new

book, Nuclear Abolition: A Scenario?
Americans must put pressure on the nuclear weapons
companies and our government for the U.S. to lead the other
nuclear powers in ratifying the TPNW. Pressuring the nuclear
weapons corporations can work because they do not exist to
make the weapons. They exist to make a profit. If they can’t
make a profit, they’ll ditch nuclear weapons to save their profits.

Shouldn’t we concentrate on ending the

crisis of climate overheating? Getting rid of
nuclear weapons is a key to ending the climate emergency.
Imagine all the money, energy, and brainpower that is going
into nuclear weapons being directed at climate concerns.
Instead, imagine billions of dollars going into mass transit, more
solar panels, more wind turbines, and making cleaner cement.

But haven’t nuclear weapons kept the lid on
violence? To the contrary, nuclear weapons have
enabled the countries that have them to bomb and kill with
impunity. Recently, Russia has been using nuclear threats to
keep other nations from interfering in their war on Ukraine.
Remember history: U.S. presidents used the nuclear threat to

protect fighting forces in Vietnam.
To be continued in 2026

Can the U.N. and I.C.C. Survive?

Russia has ignored United Nations’ votes and International
Criminal Court rulings condemning its war on Ukraine.
Israel and the United States spurned a large number of U.N.
resolutions to end the violent occupations of Palestinian lands.

U.S. President Donald Trump has pulled the U.S. out
of the UN. Human Rights Council and the World Health
Organization, suspended U.S. payment for the U.N. Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees, and proposed

@) ]

cutting UN. funding by 87%.

“At a time when international cooperation provides the
key to preventing a variety of global calamities — including
nuclear war, climate catastrophe, and massive starvation —
it’s tragic that major nations, ruled by nationalist, right wing
parties, are on a collision course with the organizations that
represent the international community.”

—Lawrence S. Wittner
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Celebrating the 2025 PeaceBuilders

Above: PAMI Board of Directors, I-r: Terry
Pritchett, Jeff Farrah, Prasad Venugopal,
Keith Gunter, Linda Darga, Rich Peacock,
Shirley Chalmers, Dan Butts, Helen Weber,
Frank O’Donnell, Trey Greene;

Missing: Ken Jenkins, Sushma Rao

Right: Rosanne Simons

Above: Musician
Hans Barbe

Event photos by
Barbara Barefield;
PeaceBuilders photo
by Alyssa Chambers

Alyssa Chambers and

Wyatt Gould

Above: 2025 PeaceBuilders Gail Presbey, Anita Ruby Jones and Barbara Barefield

Rev. Rich Peacock

Steve Friday and Larry Snyder

Ruby Jones
and attendees

her husband Rudy Simons, a longtime
PAMI board member and peace activ-
ist. Ruby (circular inset above left) led
the audience in song and prayer in an
uplifting candle-lit ceremony.

Musician Hans Barbe performed
several of Rudy’s compositions, and
provided entertainment following the
ceremony, and Fran Shor signed copies of
his new book Pursuing Peace and Justice: A
Memoir...of Sorts. The food, camaraderie,
and presentations were inspirational.

Peace Action of Michigan held its 2025 Peace-

Builders celebration on Sunday, November 16 at the
Pleasant Ridge Community Center. PAMI honored
Barbara Barefield, Anita Ruby Jones and Dr. Gail Pres-
bey, and Rosanne Simons paid tribute to the memory of

Clockwise from above: Liz Cabot, Michael
Stenvig and Sarah Gleicher; Dave Cotrill
and Prasad Venugopa; Karen Deslierres
and Dalal Awad Alzoubi

Arlene Frank, Julie Hurwitz and Liz Cabot

Sharon O’Hare Bruce, Fran Shor and Izzy Khapoya

Ismail Noor and Nabil Sater Shareen and Hasan Newash

Gregg Krupa enjoying the buffet and Peggy Harp at the dessert table
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Don’t Give Up

Now is not the time to stop pushing for peace with justice
in Gaza and the West Bank. Israel does not need more bombs.
Palestinians are still hungry. Palestinians need humanitarian
aid and self-determination. Tape this message from Peace
Action President Kevin Martin on your computer screen.

“The mobilization against continued U.S. support for
Israel, while insufficient to change U.S. government policy, is
some of the best grassroots organizing I have seen in my over
four decades as a peace activist. I believe it will have a lasting
effect. But that does not lessen the sense of desperation to end
the calamity unfolding every day in Gaza”

Rep. Rashida Tlaib introduces U.S. Congress
resolution to recognize Gaza genocide

Congresswoman Rashida Tlaib has introduced historic
legislation H.Res.876 to recognize the Israeli government’s
genocide against Palestinians in Gaza, to end U.S. complicity
in these atrocities, and to demand accountability.

This resolution comes at a critical moment. During the
supposed ceasefire, the Israeli military has continued to kill
Palestinians in Gaza and the occupied West Bank. By giving
Israel $30 billion in weapons over the past two years, we've
failed miserably in our obligation to prevent genocide. This
resolution is the first step in holding Israel accountable for its
atrocities against Palestinians in Gaza.

Write to your member of Congress now to tell them to
co-sponsor this resolution at punishgenocide.org

In Michigan, Reps. Dylan Wegela of Garden City, Alabas

Farhat of Dearborn, and Erin Byrnes of Dearborn introduced
House Resolution 223, which urges Michigan’s congressional
delegation to advocate for an end to sending U.S. arms to
Israel, restore revoked visas for Palestinians seeking medical
travel, and support an emergency surge of humanitarian
assistance. Visit house.mi.gov to find your state rep. Call
and email them to demand they support the Gaza Solidarity
resolution, HR 223.
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